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A full index of policy decisions can be found on the IPONZ web site www.iponz.govt.nz under
Information Library — IPONZ Publications — Information for Clients.

The Information for Clients is intended to provide information on current IPONZ practices and policy
decisions. The relevant and paramount law is the Trade Marks Act 1953, the Patents Act 1953, the
Designs Act 1953, the Regulations under these Acts, and applicable case law.



Part A =-Policy-Decisions

Effective from 30 September 2001

Part A covers policy decisions made by IPONZ and confirmation of proposed procedures after
consultation with clients.

“Electronic Commerce” or “e-commerce” services in a Trade Mark Specification

“Electronic commerce” (or “e-commerce”) is a broad term encompassing services that can be classified in
several classes. The following services fall under the broad description “electronic commerce”:

Retail and wholesale of [specified goods] over the internet 35
Gathering demographic data

Demographic consultancy services

Market research services

Electronic data interchange 38
Computer-aided transmission of data, messages and images
Electronic mail services

Facsimile services

Data encryption services 42
Computer security services

Consultancy services in relation to computer security

The unqualified term “electronic commerce” or “e-commerce” is not sufficient in a specification of
services. Where an applicant has applied for a specification that includes “electronic commerce” or
“e-commerce”, the applicant will be asked to qualify those terms by specifying the exact service or
services in respect of which registration is desired.




Part B - Proposed Procedure /-

The proposals in this section are being considered by IPONZ and are issued here for comment.
Please address all feedback to iponz@iponz.govt.nz, marked for the attention of Patricia Jennings,
by 10 November 2001.

Title of Patent Specification — Section 10(1)

Proposal

The name of a person or that of an applicant, fancy names, the word “patent” and the abbreviation
“etc” will be excluded from the title of an application.

Rationale

Section 10(1) of the New Zealand Patents Act 1953 (which reflects UK Section 4(1)), states that
every specification, whether complete or provisional, shall describe the invention, and shall begin
with a title indicating the subject to which the invention relates. IPONZ follows the practice set out in
the British Patent Office Manual of Practice (Patents), (1949 Act), Section 4,2, which precludes the
use of a person’s name, fancy names, the word “patent” and the abbreviation “etc” in the title.

As indicated in Section 4,3 of the British Patent Office Manual, the title, particularly of the complete
specification, is of considerable importance to manufacturers and others who wish to keep abreast of
patented developments in a particular art. A title should therefore not only adequately indicate the
subject of the invention, but should also avoid the use of words that might convey different meanings
to persons interested in different areas. Also, including the word “patent” in the title of an application
could suggest that the application has been granted.

This practice is consistent with the requirements imposed by, for example, the USPTO and EPO.






