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Outline..

• Searching IPONZ Databases

• Filing Application Online

• Filing Correspondence Online
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What is Intellectual Property 
(IP)?

IP is the umbrella term for creations of the 
mind.

• Registrable IP – IPONZ 
Patents, trade marks, designs, and plant 
variety rights.

• Unregistered IP
Copyright works, confidential information,
trade secret, and know-how.



Patents

New invention

• Device
• Processes or method
• Improvements and testing methods



Trade marks must be distinctive

• Words, slogans;
• Logos;
• Colours;
• Shapes;
• Sounds; or
• or a combination of these.

™ = trade mark
® = registered trade mark

Trade Marks



Registered Designs

Eye-appealing product design

• Pattern;
• Ornament;
• Shape; and 
• Configuration.
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IPONZ Website

• For general IP information

• Search New Zealand Patents, 

Designs, and Trade Marks registers

• File application online

• File correspondence online

• Renew your registrations

http://www.iponz.govt.nz/
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Searching IPONZ 
Databases

• Registration name
• Owner/agent
• Classes
• Image (Trade Mark)
• Date range
• More depends on type of IP
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Basic Trade Mark Search Tips

Use of wildcards (* or ?)

• Milk* =>> milka, milk-tone, 

milkmaster, mikeeze

• Str?ng* =>> stronghold, strength, 

strongbow, strange

• ?*milk* =>> Matomilk, vita-milk, 

emilka, bio-milker
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Result can be view by:

• Select all option

• View selected option

• Deliver selected option

• Logon vs. without logon

Search results
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Trade Mark Search & 
Preliminary Advice Service 
- Online Requests

• Search Report => learn about any similar 

or identical trade mark applications or 

registrations on the New Zealand Register

• Preliminary Advice => discover if there are 

any reasons why your proposed mark could 

be rejected by IPONZ
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Filing Applications 
Online

Benefit:

•Convenience, 24/7

•Save time, paper and courier fees

•User-friendly

•Automated confirmation via e-mail
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Applying Applications 
Online

What:To know before

Who: Owner or Agent

How: Live Demonstration
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Online Applications 
Process

• Questionnaire screen

• Application from

• Payment screen









Direct Debit Notice



IP Summary Report 
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Filing Correspondences 
Online

Type of correspondences:

• Adding class (Trade Mark)

• Examination report

• Evidence

• Hearings evidence

• Change of name and address
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Coming soon

• View IP Number History 

• Correspondences via email 
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Thank You!
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Come and see us at
the Auckland Bizzone Business Expo: 

27 - 29 May 2009
ASB Showgrounds, Greenlane

MED: Business.govt = Online Services Zone
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