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                            Detailed information about our practices and procedures relating to aspects of the filing, examination, and registration of trade marks.

                        

                    
                


                

            

        

    

    




    









        
    



    

        
        

        
        


        
        

            
                
Current practice guidelines
 

  Trade Mark Act 2002 Practice Guidelines





    	Introduction to the Trade Marks Act 2002

	2 Filing trade mark applications

	2a Examination of trade mark applications

	2b Priority of trade mark applications

	2c Acceptance and registration

	3 Classification and specification

	3a Adding a class to a trade mark application 

	3b Annexure General

	3c Annexure to Computer Services

	4 Absolute grounds - General

	4a Absolute grounds - Geographical indications

	5 Absolute grounds - Distinctiveness

	5a Overcoming section 18 

	6 Absolute grounds - chemical names 

	7 Relative grounds - Prescribed words and abbreviations 

	8 Names and Representations of Persons 

	9 Relative grounds - Representations of the Royal Family 

	10 Relative grounds - Identical or similar trade marks 

	10a Overcoming a citation 

	11 Flags, armorial bearings, state emblems etc 

	12 Amendments to trade mark applications

	13 Series mark

	14 Collective marks

	15 Certification marks 

	16 Māori advisory committee and Māori trade marks 

	17 Division

	18 Merger 

	19 Renewal and restoration 

	19a Cancellation and alteration of registered trade marks

	19b Rectification of registered trade marks 

	19c Disclaimers

	20 Assignments and transmissions

	22 Agents 

	23 Transitional provisions

	24 Minimum requirements for filing applications

	25 Extension of time requests 

	26 Case management facility 






            
                
Technical focus group
 

  The purpose of the Trade Marks Technical Focus Group (TFG) is to provide a forum for communication between IP specialists, frequent filers, and client representatives and IPONZ in relation to the provision of intellectual property services in New Zealand.
The Group meet to:
- discuss proposed practices and upcoming publications,
- supplement the communication that IPONZ has with other parties interested in IP, such as policy consultation, client surveys, and one-on-one contact with users of IP services.
Read the following notes from the meetings.





    	TFG meeting notes – 22 November 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 241 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 7 June 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 320 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 7 March 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 228 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 8 December 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 229 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 15 September 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 244 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 8 June 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 402 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 8 March 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 308 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 4 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 252 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 7 July 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 717 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 17 March 2021 

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 211 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 11 November 2020 

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 173 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 21 July 2020 

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 180 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 17 March 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 211 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG Meeting notes - 21 November 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 358 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG Meeting notes - 25 July 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 304 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 28 March 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 426 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 15 November 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 261 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 24 August 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 168 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 12 April 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 288 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 23 November 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 107 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 24 August 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 72 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 4 May 2017 

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 101 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes – 25 August 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 111 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 7 April 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 71 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 19 November 2015

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 98 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 19 March 2015

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 75 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 20 November 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 151 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 24 July 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 85 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 3 April 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 115 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 21 November 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 106 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 18 July 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 84 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 21 March 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 63 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 15 November 2012

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 74 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 23 August 2012

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 74 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 31 May 2012

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 54 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 28 July 2011

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 22 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 24 March 2011

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 28 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 2 December 2010

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 25 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 24 September 2010

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 25 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 10 May 2010

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 53 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 2 December 2009

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 71 KB]
    



                
                
	TFG meeting notes - 5 August 2009

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 40 KB]
    



                
                





            
                
Historical practice guidelines
 

  This section contains guidelines from 3 May 2013 that have been superseded.





    	Introduction to the Trade Marks Act 2002 Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 421 KB]
    



                
                
	Introduction to the Trade Marks Act 2002  Superseded 1 January 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 250 KB]
    



                
                
	2 Filing trade mark applications Superseded 19 February 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 194 KB]
    



                
                
	2 Filing trade mark applications Superseded 22 February 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 194 KB]
    



                
                
	2 Filing trade mark applications  Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 370 KB]
    



                
                
	2 Filing trade mark applications  Superseded 22 December 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 230 KB]
    



                
                
	2 Filing trade mark applications  Superseded 29 June 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 249 KB]
    



                
                
	2a  Examination of trade mark applications Superseded 15 May 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 416 KB]
    



                
                
	2a Examination of trade mark applications Superseded 5 April 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 388 KB]
    



                
                
	2a Examination of trade mark applications Superseded 2 March 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 922 KB]
    



                
                
	2a Examination of trade mark applications Superseded 22 September 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 430 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification  Superseded 30 July 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 66 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification  Superseded 01 January 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 791 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 01 January 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 851 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 25 February 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 838 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 31 May 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.1 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 5 September 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.1 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 1 November 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.2 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 17 August 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.4 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 4 June 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.4 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification  Superseded 16 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.4 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification  Superseded 4 May 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1 MB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification   Superseded 11 November 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1008 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 1 January 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1012 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 19 April 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1021 KB]
    



                
                
	3 Classification and specification Superseded 22 February 2024

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.1 MB]
    



                
                
	3a Adding a class to a trade mark application Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 258 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 01 January 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 479 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 01 February 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 447 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 31 May 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 721 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 14 September 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 963 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 12 November 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 821 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 10 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.3 MB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 29 June 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 790 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 22 September 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 838 KB]
    



                
                
	3b  Annexure General Superseded 1 January 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 818 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 18 April 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 863 KB]
    



                
                
	3b Annexure General Superseded 02 October 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 874 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services Superseded 01 January 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 245 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services Superseded 01 July 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 407 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services Superseded 25 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 694 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services Superseded 29 June 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 343 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services Superseded 18 April 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 382 KB]
    



                
                
	3c Annexure to Computer Services  Superseded 02 October 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 478 KB]
    



                
                
	4 Absolute grounds general Superseded 8 May 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 81 KB]
    



                
                
	4 Absolute grounds general  Superseded December 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 355 KB]
    



                
                
	4 Absolute grounds general Superseded 3 May 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 914 KB]
    



                
                
	5 Absolute grounds distinctiveness Superseded 16 May 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 680 KB]
    



                
                
	5 Absolute grounds distinctiveness Superseded 22 February 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 1.3 MB]
    



                
                
	5 Absolute grounds - Distinctiveness Superseded 29 June 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 772 KB]
    



                
                
	7 Relative grounds - prescribed words and abbreviations Superseded 3 May 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 178 KB]
    



                
                
	9 Relative grounds - Representations of the Royal Family  Superseded 8 May 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 84 KB]
    



                
                
	9 Relative grounds – Representations of the Royal Family Superseded 7 December 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 110 KB]
    



                
                
	10 Relative grounds – Identical or similar trade marks Superseded 14 February 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 353 KB]
    



                
                
	10 Relative grounds – Identical or similar trade marks Superseded 01 February 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 353 KB]
    



                
                
	10 Relative grounds - Identical or similar trade marks Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 511 KB]
    



                
                
	10a Overcoming a citation  Introduced 27 October 2015

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 174 KB]
    



                
                
	10a  Overcoming a Citation Superseded 1 December 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 608 KB]
    



                
                
	10a Overcoming a Citation Superseded 14 January 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 465 KB]
    



                
                
	10a Overcoming a Citation Superseded 27 July 2022

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 440 KB]
    



                
                
	10a Overcoming a Citation Superseded 14 September 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 492 KB]
    



                
                
	12 Amendments to trade mark applications  Introduced 06 May 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 191 KB]
    



                
                
	12 Amendments to trade mark applications  superseded 19 November 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 529 KB]
    



                
                
	12 Amendments to trade mark applications  superseded 17 February 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 300 KB]
    



                
                
	12 Amendments to trade mark applications Superseded 24 June 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 301 KB]
    



                
                
	12 Amendments to trade mark applications Superseded 01 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 644 KB]
    



                
                
	14 Collective marks Superseded 05 April 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 176 KB]
    



                
                
	14 Collective marks Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 313 KB]
    



                
                
	15 Certification marks Superseded 5 April 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 228 KB]
    



                
                
	15 Certification Marks Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 354 KB]
    



                
                
	15 Certification Marks Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 373 KB]
    



                
                
	16 Māori advisory committee & Māori trade marks  Superseded 26 November 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 286 KB]
    



                
                
	16 Māori advisory committee and Māori trade marks Superseded 01 January 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 336 KB]
    



                
                
	16 Māori advisory committee and Māori trade marks Superseded 29 March 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 546 KB]
    



                
                
	17 Division Superseded 01 February 2019

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 155 KB]
    



                
                
	17 Division Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 274 KB]
    



                
                
	18 Merger Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 238 KB]
    



                
                
	19 Renewal and restoration Superseded September 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 223 KB]
    



                
                
	19 Renewal and restoration  Superseded 13 January 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 761 KB]
    



                
                
	19 Renewal and restoration  Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 260 KB]
    



                
                
	19b Rectification of registered trade marks  Superseded 03 May 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 108 KB]
    



                
                
	19b Rectification of registered trade marks  Superseded 26 March 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 286 KB]
    



                
                
	20 Assignments and transmissions  Superseded 03 May 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 152 KB]
    



                
                
	20 Assignments and transmissions  Superseded 25 September 2014

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 171 KB]
    



                
                
	20 Assignments and transmissions Superseded 30 November 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 141 KB]
    



                
                
	20 Assignments and transmissions Superseded 5 April 2018

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 141 KB]
    



                
                
	22 Agents Superseded 04 March 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 181 KB]
    



                
                
	22 Agents Superseded 01 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 522 KB]
    



                
                
	22 Agents Superseded 29 November 2021

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 518 KB]
    



                
                
	24 Minimum requirements for filing applications Superseded 08 August 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 244 KB]
    



                
                
	24 Minimum requirements for filing applications Superseded 13 February 2020

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 449 KB]
    



                
                
	25 Extension of Time requests  Superseded 31 October 2013

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 158 KB]
    



                
                
	25 Extension of Time requests  Superseded 04 March 2016

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 187 KB]
    



                
                
	25 Extension of Time requests  Superseded 16 February 2017

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 237 KB]
    



                
                
	25 Extension of Time requests  Superseded 14 March 2023

                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
        [PDF 282 KB]
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