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Terraces on the north and south bank of the Ngaruroro River just west of the Plain have been planted
extensively in grapes in recent years. These terraces at Crownthorpe and Mangatahi sit at about 150
metres above sea level. To the South and inland lies Central Hawkes Bay home to several small wineries.
Altitudes here are up to 250 metres above sea level contributing o the cooler climate.

Hawkes Bay is a versatile envirenment that allows for successful production of a greater range of styles
than any other region in New Zealand; “It is able to ripen a wider range of grape varieties than anywhere
else in New Zealand”.! There are nine varieties with more than 100 hectares of plantings. Superb
examples of wine from all nine, either individually or in blends are commonplace. Marlborough a far
larger area has only five varieties with plantings over 100 hectares. This feature is due to a benign
climate combined with large areas of free draining or low water retentive soils. In short Hawkes Bay has
ample ideal grape growing country.

The climate allows for consistent production of later-ripening red varieties and earlier ripening white
varieties. The long warm (1470 degree days) growing season and 800 mm of annual rainfall allows later
ripening red grapes such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah to fully ripen in the mild autumn weather.
“Hawkes Bay’s distinctive climate for the vine does distinguish it from other regions of New Zealand.
Other parts of the North Island are as hot in summer, some even persistently hotter, but none combine

the long, hot growing season with relatively low humidity and low rainfall.”?

However, the climate is not so hot that delicacy is lost in white wines or that the red wines are dull. Mid-
summer daily temperature maximums of around 30 degrees and rarely above 35 degrees enable full
ripeness in white and red grapes while retaining freshness. White wines exhibit attractive fruit aromas
and flavours and good body. Red wines exhibit good colour, depth of flavour and ample tannin while
retaining freshness.

Plentiful subterranean water allied with modern drip irrigation allows for precise management of water
stress in the vineyards. The availability of water even in the driest of seasons ensures full ripeness and
finesse and is a luxury that plays a major role in the style of Hawkes bay wines.

It is stating the obvious to say that the combination of topography, soils and climate in Hawkes Bay is
unigue but it is true. To that can be added the human elements which have evolved to maximise the
advantages of the natural envirenment for winegrowing. As a result of their geographical origin,

HAWKE'S BAY Gl wines have the following quality, reputation and other characteristics:

e Hawkes Bay white wines exhibit vibrancy and fresh, attractive fruit {citrus, stone and pip fruit} due
to adequate but not excessive heat during the growing season.

e The flavour of Hawkes Bay Sauvignon Blanc referred to elsewhere is identifiably New Zealand but
different to Marlborough and therefore distinct in the world.

e Chardonnay and Pinot Gris have the fruit and vibrancy mentioned above which is an endearing and
sought-after characteristic owing a lot to the Hawkes Bay environment.

¢ Hawkes Bay red wines are characterised by good colour, vibrant fruit and plentiful tannins. The
vibrant berry flavours and liveliness of the wines distinguishes them from hotter climate wines.

tMoran, W. (2016} New Zealand Wine: The Land, The Vines, The People, Auckland University Press, Auckland, at
page 144,
2 ihid.



Hawkes Bay Syrah is often described by wine writers as being unique. They refer to fragrance, full
berry fruit flavours, elegance and a spice character most often referred to as pepperiness. The
Hawkes Bay environment and temperate climate account for those characteristics.

While the Bordeaux red varieties can be found growing in many regions of the world Hawkes Bay
distinguishes itself by making single varietal wines and blends in all proportions.

Hawkes Bay grows and makes some of the very best Merlot in the world. The climate and soils suit
the variety well. Varietal merlots are popular and of high guality although arguably merlot reaches
its full potential in Hawkes Bay in blends with Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Malbec.
Hawkes Bay winemakers have embraced Cabernet/Merlot blends and they have a long history in the
area. Merlot dominant blends are most popular but high-quality wines are made from all
proportions of the Cabernet/ Merlot varieties. Cabernet dominant blends are very successful based
on the exceptional quality of Hawkes Bay Cabernet Sauvignon. Blends with good proportions of
Cabernet Franc or Malbec are favoured by some makers.

As a body of work these wines have defined Hawkes Bay wine growing for many decades. Wine
styles and varieties can be subject to fashion but the Cabernet/Merlot wines of Hawkes Bay have
endured because they perfectly suit the environment and have a lang history to prove it.

The Cabernet/merlot wines of Hawkes Bay share some major characteristics in spite of the different
varieties used in their makeup. The wines have fresh, berry fruit aromas bordering on floral, fruit
sweetness and vibrant flavours, good mid-weight palate structure and a sense of elegance. They are
full flavoured and lively with no heaviness. This style of wine has returned to popularity after three
decades of heavier styles being promaoted around the world.

Hawkes Bay Merlot/Cabernets are fully ripe and yet show the subtle varietal complexity of the
grapes from which they are made. This characteristic is often lost in the wines from hotter climates
or is in excess in cooler climates.

The long history of grape growing in Hawkes Bay and the fact that grape growers are still
experimenting with new sites has contributed some unique smaller areas to the overall vineyard
picture.

The oldest of these areas are the Te Mata Estate vineyards on the lower slopes of the Havelock Hills.
Grapes have been grown here for 125 years but the vineyards are best known as the home of
“Caleraine” a Cabernet/Merlot blend that is in its 37th yvear and one of the most famous New
Zealand wines. Ancther iconic site and wine is the terraced vineyard behind the Esk Valley winery st
Bayview which produces “The Terraces” Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc blend with a history of 28
vears. High quality and unique wines are made from other small hillside blocks, parcels of land by
the sea at Te Awanga and inland sites.

These areas complete the picture of a mature high-quality grape growing region that has a long
successful history but is still striving to make the best Hawkes Bay wines possible.

History*
Hawkes Bay has a lang history of wine production which proves the suitability of the environment for
grape growing and is testimony to over 150 years of experience and wine culture.

Vines were first planted in 1851 by French missionaries from the Order of St Mary at Pakowhai.

¥ Much of this information is sourced from Moran, cited above.



The wine-making abilities of the brothers at the Mission were internationally recognised. They won
medals at international wine competitions, such as the Paris Exhibition as far back as 1857,

Three of Hawke’s Bay’s largest land owners entered the wine industry in the 1890s — Henry Tiffen at
Greenmeadows Station, Bernard Chambers at Te Mata Station and JN Williams at Frimley Orchards.

In 1892, on his return from France, Bernard Chambers {son of John Chambers, an English settler) planted
vines at Te Mata Station in Havelock North on three parcels of hillside land above the homestead and
began converting the original stables to ferment and mature these first wines. Today, Te Mata Estate
still uses those same three vineyards.

Grape growing and winemaking were well established in Hawke’s Bay in 1895, when the ltalian
Viticulturist, Romeo Bragato visited. He was hired by the New Zealand Government to report on the
Country’s potential for winemaking and declared “the Hawkes Bay Province is in my opinion the most
suitable for growing vines | have visited”.

Spaniard, Anthony Vidal settled in Hastings in 1905, establishing Vidal Estate winery. He felt the alluvial
soil and dry conditions offered similar wine-growing conditions to back home in Spain.

The early wineries mostly made slow but steady progress at this time with Te Mata becoming the largest
in the country by 1901, A small industry survived both wars but it was not until the 1970s that there was
any significant growth in plantings. Hybrid grape varieties planted before and after the Second World
War represented a sizeable proportion of plantings until Muller Thurgau dominated in the mid-1570s. At
this time, small plantings of Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon kept the candle burning for fine table
wine. The wines of McWilliams in the 1960s and 1970s are particularly remembered.

The old established wineries: Mission, Te Mata, Vidal, Glenvale, McWilliams and Brookfields were
showing some growth around this time as interest in table wine increased in New Zealand and arcund

the world.

in 1986 at the request of the wine industry a nationwide vine pull was sponsored by the Government in
order to address a grape oversupply problem. 500 hectares were removed, a third of Hawkes Bay's
plantings but they were mostly hybrid varieties and Palomino which were unsuitable for the fine wine
future of Hawkes Bay. It took until the late 1990s to get back to the vineyard size in 1986 but the new

plantings were mostly Chardennay, Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

From the late 1390s several large new wineries were established, notably Silen, Craggy Range and
Elephant Hill which brought more scale and glamour to the area. Multi-national companies Pernod
Ricard and Constellation increased their presence and recently Delegats producers of the Oyster Bay
brand has made a big commitment with a striking new winery. The earlier established wineries
previously noted are still alive and well in various forms.

Today Hawke's Bay sits very comfortably as the country’s second largest growing region, with 5000
hectares under vine, shared by 72 wineries and 123 independent grape growers.

Milestones of maturity and confidence in more recent years are:

e The formation of Hawke’s Bay Vintners (now Hawke’s Bay Winegrowers Association) in 1979 to
promote and lobby for the local industry






Largest and best known of the vineyard areas on the Heretaunga Plains in Hawke's Bay are the Bridge Pa
Triangle and the Gimblett Gravel areas. These areas evclved in a similar way.

The Heretaunga plains cover an area of 300 square km and contain the cities of Hastings and Napier and
the town of Havelack Narth. Three major rivers cross the plains; the Ngarurora, the Tukituki and the
Tutaekuri.

Over 250,000 years, the three rivers farmed alluvial fans across an old subsiding sea basin, extending the
coast eastwards. This action, along with marine sedimentation during post glacial periods, formed layers
which extend down more than 250 metres to a limestone base. During floods and subsequent changes
in course of the rivers, coarse gravel beds and fine impermeable beds were interlaced in layers. The
gravel layers contain some of New Zealand’s finest aquifers.

The Bridge Pa Triangle Wine District extends over 2000 hectares and the adjacent Gimblett Gravels
about half of that. These areas are comprised of old terraces of the Ngaruroro River. The Ngaruroro
River initially flowed out on to the developing plain between Maraekakaho and Roys Hill, depositing vast
amounts of greywacke gravel known locally as ‘red metal’. The stony layers were covered at different
times by finer alluvium derived from loess, volcanic ash and greywacke.

About 10,000 years ago, the Ngaruroro filled the southerly channel and changed course to the north of
Roys Hill, leaving behind the terraces of the Bridge Pa Triangle. The thin soils that have formed over the
gravels here are some of the oldest on the plains.

As it emerged from the eastern end of Roys Hill on its new course, the river turned south and flowed
towards what is now Hastings. The Gimblett Gravels was formed as alluvium was deposited in times of
flood. Also of note in this area are the soils containing alluvial pumice formed after the Taupo Eruption
1800 years ago.

The influence of the Ngaruroro on the soils west of Hastings ended when the river changed course east
towards Fernhill in the 1867 flood. To the east are the deeper, fertile soils, influenced by relatively
recent floading.

The Gimblett Gravels and the Bridge Pa Triangle regions have become the engine room of quality
Hawke's Bay grape growing in recent decades. Side by side and with identical climate they have 2 lot in
common. Both free-draining soil types are ideal for promoting critical vine water stress by mid-season
due to their deep gravel base. Whereas the Bridge Pa Triangle area has about half a metre of sandy loam
covering the gravel the Gimblett Gravels feature gravel and sand to the top of the profile.

Soil types similar to those of the Bridge Pa Triangle exist on large terraces either side of the lower
reaches of the Ngarororo River. These regions, Crownthorpe on the northern bank and Mangatahi on
the southern, are extensive and vineyard plantings have become quite large. This excellent grape
growing country can be a little cooler and damper than the Heretaunga Plains.

High quality free draining vineyards feature in several places on the perimeter of the Plains. The lower
reaches of the Havelock North Hills, with their thin silica pan and gravel based soils have supported
vineyards for over 120 years and similar soils near Te Awanga on the coast have a long wine history.
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The coastal areas of Te Awanga and Esk Valley, where it meets the sea, are characterised by milder
daytime temperatures and warmer nights than further inland on the Heretaunga Plains. Chardonnay
does well in these areas, as do the Cabernet/Merict varieties in well-chosen vineyard sites.

Traditional vineyard areas with deeper soils north and east of Hastings still thrive. These are the areas of
Meanee, Taradale, Korokipo and Esk Valley,

Inland and a few hundred meters above sea level, Central Hawke’s Bay offers cooler sites on well-
chosen hilisides and gravel based plains similar to the Heretaunga Plain.

Water
Maoderate rainfail and warm, dry summers cause most Hawke's Bay vineyard soils to experience
excessive water deficit by mid-season unless they are irrigated.

The Heretaunga Plains are blessed to have vast quantities of groundwater in the underlying gravel beds.
85% of the water used on the plains is pumped from these aquifers, which recharge annually thanks to
rainfall outside the growing season when water use is at a minimum. Away from the Heretaunga plains,
vineyards take water directly from rivers or bores and others collect water in dams. Supply of water for
irrigation is rarely a preblem for Hawke’s Bay vineyards.

A good water supply is a precious and rare commodity in the world and growers and regional bodies
work together to ensure that it is preserved for future generations.

Drip irrigation is a very efficient use of water. It delivers a precise amount of water to each plant and
avoids the evaporative losses associated with sprinkler irrigation. Unlike many of the warmer grape
growing regions of the world, Hawke’s Bay’s very pure river and aguifer water causes no build-up of salt
in the soil.

The reputation of Hawke's Bay as a quality wine region relies to a large extent on the high-quality soils
formed by a unique set of geological circumstances. A benign climate and plentiful fresh water for
irrigation complete the picture of a blessed grape growing region.

Climate in the area

Climate is one of the primary determinants of the growth and ripening of the grapes grown within a Gl,
which in turn contributes to distinctive sensory attributes in the wine produced in the Gl. It affects the
development of fruit, the duration of ripening and the timing of harvest, as well as impacting upon fruit

guality and vine health.

The HAWKE'S BAY Gl's key features are its high sunshine hours, moderately warm climate, moderating
coastal influence and sheltered topography. It is also relatively diverse, with distinct temperature
differences between the cooler coastal sites and warmer inland areas.

The HAWKE'S BAY GI's differences in macro-climates between the warmer, sheltered inland sites with
stany, heat-reflecting soils and its cocler, sea-breeze influenced coastal sites allows the Gl to produce a
wide range of varieties and styles at high quality levels, e.g. sparkling wines, aromatic whites and
'‘Bordeaux blend' red wines are all successful within the GI. While the HAWKE'S BAY Gl is relatively warm
within in a New Zealand context, its GDD summation places it as cool climate wine production and as






Growing Season metrics (Sept-April) °C

Mean Maximum Temperature 18.0
Mean Minimum Temperature 14.3
Mean Diurnal Shift 36
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e Dripirrigation is universal. It is necessary for establishing young vines and in most vineyards
essential from early summer when the rainfall is insufficient to replace water used by the vines.

e Vines are trained vertically to give the typical hedge lock.

e Pruningis either spur or cane with bud numbers retained relative to the size of the crop desired.

e Hand pruning is universal although some pre —pruning by machine is practised.

° fter flowering leaves are plucked by machine in the fruit zone to allow light and air to reach the
bunches. Typically, white grapes would be 50% exposed after leaf plucking and reds 100% which
involves hand leaf plucking.

¢ Mechanical hedging is used to trim excess growth ensuring good light and air circulation. Desirable
crop levels range from 2 to 4 tonnes per acre for fruit destined for mid to top quality wines and 4 to
6 tonnes per acre for more commercial wine. Very large crops are undesirable in Hawkes Bay
because they delay ripening and increase the chance of disease.

e Crop thinning to achieve more concentration and ensure good ripeness is a common and expensive
practice in crops destined for top quality wines.

s Harvesting is mostly done by machines which are usually the most madern and technically
developed. Crops destined for top quality wines are often hand harvested.

Winemaking
Winemaking practices in Hawke's Bay are modern and adapted to the styles of wines produced, but
traditional or classical techniques are in evidence.

Hawkes Bay summer maximum temperatures, usually between 25 and 30 degrees correspond to the
temperatures at which grapevines maximize production of tannins and colour.

At these temperatures sunburn of grapes is not an issue so red vines are usually totally leaf plucked in
front of the fruit zone exposing bunches to air movement and light. Both reduce botrytis and the extra
light increases colour and tannin in the grapes. Leaf plucking is inadvisable in hotter climates because of

sunburn.
Below is a summary of winemaking in Hawke’s Bay:

e About 40,000 tonnes of Hawkes Bay grapes are processed into wine each year.

¢ Wineries range in size from thousands of tonnes throughput to tens of tonnes.

s Grapes are mostly machine harvested by modern machines maost of them with sophisticated on-
board sorting eguipment.

= Grapes destined for the highest quality wines are often hand harvested and these wineries will
usually have extra equipment and techniques to sort the grapes after destemming.

White Wines

e Larger wineries will have must chillers to cool white grapes before pressing thus maintaining the
fresh flavours and aromas.

e White juices after pressing are cold settled in small wineries or clarified by floatation or centrifuging
in bigger wineries.

e Fermentation is mostly in refrigerated stainless steel tanks but barrel fermentation is common
especially for Chardonnay.






Sauvignon in the HAWKE'S BAY GI, and while there are a number of 100% varietal examples, the majority
of wines containing Cabernet Sauvignon are also blended with other varieties, most typically the earlier-
ripening Merlot. The HAWKE’'S BAY Gl's maderate climate delivers structured wines with the variety's
characteristic firm tannins and bright acidity, classic varietal character with plenty of aromatic perfume
and freshness (blackcurrant, cedar and light capsicum/herbal notes) in elegant, medium-bodied,
moderate alcohol styles. Wines are good to excellent quality and are typically vinified using traditional
technigues and high-quality French oak, the size and age of which is dependent on desired style and
market position. A number of very high quality, critically well-regarded wines with praven longevity are
produced in the HAWKE’S BAY Gl that feature Cabernet Sauvignon as the dominant or significant variety.
There are also a number of Rosé style wines praduced from various Cabernet/Merlot varieties
throughout the Gl.

Syrah

The HAWKE'S BAY G! has approximately 330ha of Syrah planted, just besting Cabernet Sauvignon as its
second most planted red variety, The Gl is now home to the majority of the country's Syrah plantings,
attracting increasing critical attention and acclaim for its high-quality, expressive wines. Plantings are
throughout the GI, though as with Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, they tend to be clustered in the
inland warmer regions that provide ideal cenditions for the mid-season ripening variety. The Gi's
moderate climate and extended but not overly warm growing season allows for perfumed fully ripe
wines with good varietal expression and freshness. Typically, they are medium-hodied with supple
tannins and balanced acidity, displaying ripe blackberries, blueberries, pepper, spice and herbs. Wines
are usually vinified using oak, though the amount, age and size vary according to desired style. The best
wines are capable of reasonable longevity.

Pinot Moir

The majority of the Pinot Noir plantings throughout the HAWKE’S BAY Gl are destined for the production
of Methode Traditionelle sparkling wine; the early picked nature of this wine style suits a region whose
climate is, for the most part slightly too warm, for a classicaily cool climate variety. The Gi's relatively
small diurnal shift means pinot neir accumulate sugars more rapidly than phenolic compounds, reducing
its ability to capture the Pinot Noir's most vivid varietal characteristics. HAWKE'S BAY Gl does however
produce well-regarded sparkiing wine, which features Pinot Noir either solely in "Blanc de Noir' styles, or
blended with Chardonnay in typical Methode Traditionelle style. The overall moderate climate confers
good depth of fruit and the earlier-picked grapes retains the natural acid balance essential to quality
sparkling wine. Whilst sparkling production accounts for most of the approximately 300ha planted, in
certain inland or higher sites Pinot Noir for still red wine production is delivering promising results.

Chardonnay

The flagship variety for the region, both in plantings and reputation. The Gl's moderate yet still relatively
cool growing season allows for richly fruited, intense wines with excellent balance. Wines are made in a
range of styles from light-bodied, fresh unoaked styles to richer, opulent fully-oaked styles that can
encompass many different winemaking techniques such as wild yeast, malolactic fermentation and lees
work. Where used, aak age and size can vary but is typically high-quality French. Site often has a key role
in style and subsequent winemaking choices. There can be up to a month's difference in harvest dates
between vines grown on the warmer inland sites and the cooler coastal vinevyards, with marked impact
on fruit expression and body. Fruit characteristics of citrus, yellow stone fruits, melon and fig are
common, alongside winemaking influences of spice, nuts and butter notes, as applicable. Chardonnay is
also used within the Gl for methode traditionelle sparkling wines. Typically fruit for sparkling base wines
is picked early where it retains the necessary acidity for the style alongside characteristic fruit intensity












¢ Hawke’s Bay wines are maintaining and improving quality based on average wine scores (proven by
international wine critics score data).

Formal recognition of the HAWKE'S BAY G/

While New Zealand has not had a formal registration system for Gis in place, the New Zealand
Government has previcusly formally recognised “Hawke’s Bay” where this has heen necessary to
facilitate exports. This provides evidence that the HAWKE’S BAY Gl is already recognised by the New
Zealand Government to the extent possible under the current New Zealand law, and that such
recognition has been accepted by the governments of other countries.

While New Zealand has not had a formal registration system for Gls in place, the New Zealand
Government has formally recognised “Hawke’s Bay” on several occasions where this has been necessary
to facilitate exports. This provides evidence that the HAWKE’S BAY Gl is already recognised by the New
Zealand Government to the extent possible under the current New Zealand law, and that such
recognition has been accepled by the governments of other countries.

In 1981, the New Zealand Government requested that “Hawke’s Bay” be included as a viticultural region
on the European Union’s official list of “geographical ascriptions”® to be used on New Zealand wines
exported to that market.” (Note that this was recorded as “Hawkes Bay”.)

The New Zealand Government included both “Hawke's Bay” and “Hawkes Bay” in the list of
“Appellations of Origin” submitted to the United States Department of the Treasury Bureau of Aleohol
Tobacco and Firearms as the official list for use on wines exported ta that market.

In 2008, the New Zealand Government included “Hawke's Bay” as a New Zealand geographical

indication for use on wines exported to the European Union in the European Union: Wine: Overseos
8

Market Access Reguirements Notice.

In 2010, the New Zealand Government included “Hawke’s Bay” as a New Zealand geographical
indication for use an wines exported to Brazil in the Brazil Wine Notice of Overseas Market Access

Requirements.®

In 2013, the New Zealand Government included “Hawke’s Bay” and the alternative spelling “Hawkes
Bay” on the list of New Zealand wine regions®® notified pursuant to Article 4(3){e) of the World Wine
Trade Group Protocol to the 2007 World Wine Trade Group Agreement on Requirements for Wine

Labelling Concerning Alcohol Tolerance, Vintage, Variety, and Wine Regions. !

® Note that the terminology of “geographical indications” did not come into use internationally until 1595.

’Commission Regulation (EEC) No 997/81 of 26 March 1981 laying down detailed rules for the description and

presentation of wines and grape musts, Official Journal L 106/52.
I

[HIgNeH LN
1% Note that the Protocol does not use the terminology of “geographical indications” although it is understood that
Gls fall within the definition of “wine regions” at Article 1(g) of the Protacol.
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Appendix 2 — Market Data Report for Registration of Hawke’s Bay Geographical
Indication
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MARKET DATA REPORT FOR REGISTRATION OF

HAWKE'S BAY GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION

Prepared by Wine-Searcher Ltd

17 May 2015

This Wine-Searcher report is an analysis of statistics to support a Gl application for the region
of Hawke's Bay. It comprises the results of statistical analysis and draws high-level conclusions
based on analysis of Wine-Searcher’s database of globhal online consumer searches for wine
including the New Zealand domestic marketplace, the pricing and availability data of the 8.5
million wine and spirits offers listed with £3,000 online wine stores worldwide.

Wine-Searcher.com Page 1 of12



17 May 2016

As appropriate, Hlustrate the Hawke’s Bay Region as a distinct Region with specific grape
varieties in support of the notion that the Hawke’s Bay be recognised as a Gl Region in New
Zealand, and may contain further distinctive areas within its borders.

1. Bordeaux blends make up over one third of all wine searches globally.

2. Hawke’s Bay wine production is championed by Bordeaux blends: Syrahs, and
Chardonnays.

3. The above mix is unique in New Zealand and is distinct fram the production of
Sauvignon Blanc and Pinot Noir as seen in the rest of NZ

4. Hawke's Bay wines are:
a. Becoming increasingly sought after {proven by consumer demand data).
b. Indemand from key export markets {proven by international consumer and
trade/merchant demand data).
¢. Commanding good prices (praven by global wine store and auction pricelist
data).
d. Maintaining and improving quality based on average wine scores (proven by

international wine critics score data).

Wine-Searcher.com Page 2 of 12



Wine-Searcher’s audience includes wine and spirits professionals and keen amateurs from
around the world. Many of cur consumer searches are referred from top wine websites and
critics like Jancis Robinson, The Wine Advocate, Decanter, Vinous Media, James Suckling, Wine

Enthusiast, LePan and CellarTracker.

More than half of our traffic comes from the United States, and we have a strong presence in
key markets in Europe and Asia.

Wine-Searcher data available to this report:
168 million internet searches for wines in 2015.
63,000 online retail merchants.

473,000 wine, spirit and beer brands.

21.1 million page views per month.
Source: Google analytics and Wine-Searcher internal dato, April 2016,

This report comprises the results of statistical analysis of Wine-Searcher warldwide data set

and illustrates clear findings in terms of:

¢ Wine characteristics.

s (Quality scores awarded by international critics.
¢ Pricing.

= Domestic consumer demand

o [International consumer demand.
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Wine-Searcher.com consumer research data shows that Hawke’s Bay is producing wines of
international interest. Following report compares Hawke’s Bay wine style profile to production
throughout the rest of New Zealand. Reviewing global interest of wines by grape style, we see
that over 1/3 of all wine searches are for Bordeaux Blends (see Table 1 ). Note: As Wine-
Searcher tracks over 23,000 unique regional varieties and blends these will be grouped by
predominant blend {(assumed by market predominance e.g. Cab Sav/Merlot will be classified as

Bardeaux blend).

Bordeaux blend definition

A Bordeaux blend, at its most basic is any combination of grape varieties typically used to make
the red wines of Bordeaux. Far from being an officially defined term, it is almost never used for
wine-labelling purposes. Red Bordeaux blends are known for their powerful structure and deep
flavours of dark fruits and berries such as plum and blackcurrant are commonly associated to

Bordeaux.

Cabernet Sauvignon is widely accepted as a compulsary component of any Bordeaux blend,
with Merlot following close behind. In fact, the majority of Bordeaux Blend wines are often
made exclusively from a blend of these two varieties. The remaining components are Cabernet
Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec, used in varying combinations and propartions. Even
Carmenere is on the list of ingredients.

MBordéaux &Eendé / é5,672,947f | 37%
Syrah & Blends 2,879,082 4%
Chardonnays 4,145,826 6%
Sauvignon Blanc 1,196,530 2%
Pinot Noir 6,871,400 10%
Pinat Gris 158,807 0%
Champagne Blends | 2,867,369 4%
Others 24,308,803 36%
Grand Total 67,500,764 100%

Table 1

2015 Glohal searches for all wine, Bordeaux & Blends v. Others
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Closer examination shows that global searching for Bordeaux Blends are three times those of
Sauvignon Blanc (& Blends) and Pinot Noir put together. Wines available from New Zealand
however are strongly represented by Sauvignan Blanc and Pinct Noir (see Figure 1 below).

Champagne

Others !
Blends ‘\E[B@rdeaux Blends’ Syrah & Blends
Pinot Gris TR WY , Chardonnays

1

Figure 1

2015 Global searches for NZ wine by wine style

Fully 75% of all global searches for New Zealand wines are for these two styles, largely driven
by the successful Marlborough region. Looking at searches for Hawke’s Bay wines (see Figure 2
below), we see a very different picture to the rest of New Zealand. in Hawke’s Bay, the
predominant blends are largely in line with world interest; a large proportion of Bardeaux
Blends, with strong emphasis on Syrah and Chardonnay.

Producing Hectares figures from the New Zealand Wine website
http://www.nzwine.com/regions/hawkes-bay/
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Global searches for Hawke’s Bay wine

Sauvignon Blanc
Chardonmays

Figure 2
2015 Global searches for Hawke's Bay wine, by style

Splitting out Champagne blends and standard colour palate. Due to the constraint {or rather,
the lack of constraint) on the definition of ‘Bordeaux blend’, the best of efforts has heen made
to group the 1,000+ wine varieties and blends into basic groups that relate to Hawkes Bay and
New Zealand production.

As Hawke's Bay Pinot Noir and a large portion of Chardonnay production is used for sparkling
wine, separate planting figures for champagne style are not available.
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Developing interest in Bordeaux blends

Incarparating 2014 plantings statistics Chardonnay used to hold the top spot for plantings in
the area and still has a strong presence. But the developing interest in Bordeaux blends and
Syrah provides an interesting contrast to Marlborough and New Zealand in general:

Bordeaux Blends 31,696 45% 30%
1,424

Syrah & Blends 14,123 20% 7%
332

Chardonnays 9,776 14% 21%
1,006

Sauvignon Blanc 4,572 6% 20%
537

Pinot Noir 3,676 5% 7%
311

Pinot Gris 1,414 2% 9%
439

Others 5,381 8% 7%
325

Grand Total . 70,638 100% 4,774 100%

Table 2

Hawke’s Bay wines searches globally and 2014 planting figures

Note: The Pinot Nair planted in Hawke’s Bay is largely used for sparkling wine, as is a large
portion of Hawke’s Bay Chardonnay production.

1 . . . . . . .
Producing Hectares figures from the New Zealand Wine website http//www.nzwine.com/regions/hawkes-bay/
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Our results show that overseas markets are interested in Hawke’s Bay wines. USA search data

in particular illustrates the current interest in Hawke’s Bay wines searched as a ratio compared

with all New Zealand wines.

Awareness of Hawlke’s Bay wines

Taking the US Market as a2 benchmark indicator for international demand, the interest in

Hawke’s Bay’s distinctive wine styles is marked and growing - when fooking for Bordeaux

Blends from New Zealand, Hawke’s Bay is the anly real candidate see (Table 3 below).

) All Other
Wine Styles Hawkes Bay i Grand Total
Regions
Bordeaux Blends 3,169 2,381 10,550
Syrah Blends 3,834 1,104 4,938
Chardonnay 3,321 26,495 23,816
Sauvignon & Blends 2,131 240,888 243,019
Pinot Noir 1,300 100,856 102,156
Pinot Gris 157 12,317 12,474
Others 324 15,483 15,807
Grand Total 18,236 393,524 412,760
Table 3

US searches in 2015 for NZ wine by style

Wine-Searcher.com
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Appendix 3 — Examples of references to the HAWKE’S BAY Gl in wine texts
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108 <> Takea Little Wine

HAWEKE'S BAY

About a hundred miles south of Gisborne as the crow fies are the cities of Napier
and Hastings, principal commercial centres of Hawke’s Bay, in the so-called ‘fruit
bowl’ of New Zealand. Here the cultivable land consists of alluvial flats, undulatjng
in places and gradually rising to limestone hills, a configuration in some respects
resembling the Céte d’Or of Burgundy.

The big name in ‘“The Bay’ is McWilliams Wines, a company whose products are
an everyday word throughout Australasia. Other important names are Vidals,
Glenvale, T.M.V. Wines and the famous Mission Vineyards at Greenmeadows, (he
oldest winemaking enterprise in New Zealand.

McWilliams possess a very competent production team, headed by Tom McDonald,
a winemaker of skill and talent and a veteran of forty-two vintages, He is ably
supported by Denis Kasza, a Hungarian holding a Master of Agricultural Science
degree.

Winemaking at the Mission is taken care of by Brother John, with Brother Joseph
looking after viticulture and Brother Sylvester as the procurator and bursar (general
manager). All three possess that relaxed attitude towards the grape and their fellow
men that always sets a genuine winelover apart from a phoney. I wish this attitude
could be aptly described, Perhaps bigots would then understand why certain people
can treat good wine as something which adds immensely to their lives and not as
something which must ultimately consign them to perdition. Over the centuries
members of some of the monastic and missionary orders of the church have played
the most notable role of all in the spread of wine production across the world, and
their humility, closeness to nature and spiritual awareness have contributed much
to this development. To quote the Hon. Freddy Hennessey: ‘Tn wine we offer to the
public an article in the preparation of which the Almighty has played a greater part
than we. Let’s do Him the honour of not treating it as we would a bar of soap or a
washing machine. Above 2ll, let us not adopt the philosophy of “It does not matter
what we do as long as we do it better than last year.”” * It is the practical application
of such thinking that has enabled the churches, and others, to make so many fine

wines.

Vidals, a family of Spanish descent, produce the usual range of wines, but un-
doubtedly the best are their burgundy, a red with style, good colour, body and
balance, and their claret, lighter in body and more austere to taste, but equally
as good a wine. These are the two finest, freely available dry reds on the New
Zealand market today. Their whites, too, are clean and sound, but an enigma is
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their consistent medal-winner, extra dry sherry, made, rather surprisingly, from the
hybrid Baco 22a. A strange wine, interesting—but difficult to make up one’s mind

about.

The potential of New Zealand as a wine producer is best illustrated by three
particular Hawke’s Bay wines. Although not yet widely available, all three are

setting definite standards for others to follow.

1. McWillhams Cabernet Sauvignon *65. Aptly described as “Tom McDonald’s baby’,
this wine 1s of darkish, Cabernet colour and has a lovely varietal nose which,
although rather strong on new oak, should improve with age. It also has good
body (perhaps still fractionally light but a great improvement by New Zealand
standards) and a palate well balanced in tannin and acid. Given the Very
necessary ten years’ bottle age, it looks a certain winner. And the *66 and 67
bottlings have even more promise, in spite of their youth.

2. Mission Fontanella Sparkling White Dry. After eighteen months in my cellar, this,
New Zealand’s only méthode champenoise sparkling, developed a nose and fruit
character of quality. Unfortunately the Mission Vineyards lack bottle cellarage,
so age must be given this wine by the purchaser. (Mission Sauterne is enjoyable
for a sweet wine, clean, light and well balanced, and their red, Pinot Reserve,
has a beautiful varietal nose, though tending to be a little thin and sharp.)

3. McWilliams Pinot Chardonnay rg6o. Made from a classic grape, this wine when
opened had been maturing in a cellar for several years. It had attained a degree
of bouquet and flavour rarely encountered in New Zealand whites. In spite of a
fraction too much acidity, its overall style was as good as, if not better than, the
Meursault tasted against it.

Hawke’s Bay wines already possess those essential marks of quality, back palate an
finesse. Here, too, soil, climate and topography meet all the requirements for a
quality wine area. Thus my choice would be Hawke’s Bay, if I wanted land for a

New Zealand vineyard. This is where our best wines will one day come from.

OTHER AREAS

From Thames come the very good wines of Totara S.Y.C. Limited, a vineyard
developing along similar lines to that of Mate Brajkovich in Henderson. Stanley
Chan, the proprietor, is of Chinese descent, and his Totara Gold is a consistent
gold medal winner in table wine classes, while his Totara Riesling is one of the few
New Zealand dry whites with true varietal character. I feel that he takes a great
deal of care with his wines, and is certainly one of our best producers.
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The Vineyards of New Zealand
Hawkes Bay and South of Auckland

A trip through the vineyards is a source of great fascination
and 1interest to all wine lovers. This is particularly so in
Europe where the vineyards are the product of skill, energy
and love over thousands of years and whose very soil and old
buildings are redolent of history.

The wine routes I love best are those through the Burgundy
vineyards in France and the Rheingau in Germany, two of the
most picturesque and historic in the world. The name of
Burgundy conjures up a picture not only of majestic, opulent
wines but of a cuisine just as noble as its wine. It has a rich
fertile countryside where good things abound — beef and
poultry, fresh water fish, game, fruit, mushrooms, truffles and
snails.

The best place to start an assault on this gastronomical
citadel is from the ancient seat of the Dukes of Burgundy -
Dijon. Dijon is famous for its mustard — the home of Grey
Poupon is known throughout the world. I stayed at the
famous Hoétel de la Cloche where one gets 2 fitting introduc-
tion to the rich abundance of Burgundy — my room had a
tap which gushed forth not water but an ample full bodied
vin du pays! From Dijon, Route 74 runs down through Nuits
St Georges, and Beaune to Chalon and M4con and Lyons
and thence to the Riviera passing through some of the most
famous vineyards in the world, evocative of the ancient
glories of France.

The area which produces the greatest wine is called the
Cote d’Or, or the Slope of Gold, and is divided into two
parts — the Céte de Nuits and the Céte de Beaune. The Cote
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de Nuits in the north produces about three-quarters of all
the great red wines; the southern Céte de Beaune makes the
rest of the red wines and all the great white wines. Immedi-
ately you leave Dijon for the south you run into the famous
vineyards. The Céte d’Or derives its name from the range of
hills made golden in the autumn which run roughly north
and south for a length of thirty-six miles and a height of two
or three hundred feet. The greatest vineyards, to your right
as you drive along Route 74, are planted on the slopes of the
hill ~ the peak of the hills are usually wooded since the grapes
will not ripen properly in the wind, whilst the soil on the
flat and in the valleys is too rich and heavy.

The slopes are planted with the aristocratic Pinot Noir,
the plains with the lesser Gamay grape. Wines made from
Pinot Noir grapes are described by one Burgundian as
“rough and hard in their youth, divesting themselves,
softening with age and when years have ripened them,
shining bright, pure, soft, perfumed and delicious in all the
splendour of a magnificent glory.” The Pinot Noir grape
develops its qualities to the full only in temperate zones and
Burgundy is the northern hemisphere’s farthest north good
red wine district. It gets little sun and 1ts wine suffers from,
if anything, a lack of alcohol. New Zealand is the southern
hemisphere’s farthest south good red wine district and early
viticulturists from Bragato onwards have written how well
the Pinot Noir does here. Yet today the acreage planted is
insignificant.

On a first visit to the Cote ’Or one is incredulous as famous
names pass by so quickly — Fixin, Gevrey-Chambertin,
Chambolle-Musigny, Vougeot, Vosne-Romanée, Nuits St
Georges — beautifully tended vineyards on the right stretch-
ing up the hillside and the lesser vineyards much more
extensive on the left across the railway line.

To really appreciate the splendour of the Céte d’Or one
should wander along the narrow hillside road which runs
parallel to Route 74 and is called the “Route des Grands
Crus”. The Route starts at Gevrey-Chambertin which lies
nearly a mile back from the main road and it was here that,
bursting with thirst and impatience, I stopped for my
luncheon. A tiny little village restaurant but I eagerly ordered
a Cog au Vin and a bottle of Chambertin. The food was
easy but the wine not. I learned my first lesson — that if I
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were to taste some of the finest wines of the area I had to
depend on the generosity of the winegrowers and shippers —
the wines were simply not available in restaurants. I enquired
from mine host what wine he had - simply the carafe wine
of the house. It was magnificent, deep, suave and majestic —
if I could be assured of ample supplies of it I would do
without the occasional great bottle of Burgundy — it was
Les Hervelets, a Premiére Cuvée not from Gevrey-Cham-
bertin, but from a neighbouring village, Fixin. T have not
tasted 1t again but I shall not forget it.

Leaving Gevrey one passes and salutes the great vineyards
of Le Chambertin and Le Clos de Béze, past the village of
Morey St Denis with its Clos de Tart and on to the town
of Chambolle which produces the Tétes de Cuvée Les
Musigny and Les Bonnes-Mares and the Premitre Cuvée
Les Amoureuses and others.

I have never had the good fortune to taste a bottle of
genuine Les Musigny, one of the rarest and most expensive
wines in the world. The area produces the least complex
and the most delicate wines of the Cote de Nuits. They have
great distinction, with vinosity, very elegant, much bouquet
redolent of truffles and wild violets. T have tasted Les Bonmnes
Mares, little known and never seen in New Zealand but
rated by many outstanding judges as only just below Les
Musigny. Les Amoureuses — “Women in love” — one of the
nicest names in the wine vocabulary — is better known, as
indeed it should be.

As one crosses back into the main road the majestic form
of the Clos Vougeot looms ahead. This is the noblest
chateau and probably the most beautiful vineyard in the
whole of Burgundy.

The vineyard, which is surrounded by a stone wall, covers
about a hundred and twenty acres shared between fifty-two
proprietors. The vineyard was in the hands of the Cistercian
monks until the French Revolution when it was sequestrated
and at a later date cut up into lots and sold to more than
fifty bidders. The lots within the stone wall are delineated
only by the varying degrees of husbandry and the wine
naturally varies according to the talents of the individual
winemakers.

The chiteau is now owned by the Confrérie des Chevaliers
du Tastevin, a Burgundian Order founded to publicise and
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awke’s Bay, one of New Zealand’s pioneer winemaking districts
which today still retains its traditional importance, also has the
potential to become one of the world’s great wine regions.
Here is located the oldest winemaking concern in New Zealand still
under the same management ~ Mission Vineyards, established by the
Catholic Society of Mary in 1851. The oldest winery still operating, erected
in stages from the 1870s, can be found at the Te Mata Estate, In 1988,
with 1032 hectares (or twenty-six percent of the national total), Hawke’s
Bay ranked second to Poverty Bay in the extent of its vineyards.

HAWKE’S BAY

HAWKE'S BAY
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Ruahine and Kaweka, climbing to over 1600 metres, to the coastal
Heretaunga Plains. In this sheltered environment, protected by the high
country from the prevailing westerly winds, agriculture thrives: pastoralism,
Drocess Cropping, orcharding and market gardening. And on the margins
of the plains, at Taradale, Te Mata, Fernhill, Ngatarawa, Haumoana and
in the Esk Valley, the favourably dry and sunny climate supports an €asy
growth of the vine.

Hawke's Bay is one of the sunniest areas of the country; the city of
Napier, for instance, enjoys similar sunshine hours and temperatures 1o
Bordeaux. In Sumimer, anticyclonic conditions sometimes lead to droughts;
such weather can produce grapes with high sugar contents and forms a
key advantage for Hawke’s Ray viticulture.

One drawback is that the easterly facing aspect renders Hawke's Bay
vulnerable to easterly cyclomic depressions and their accompanying rainfall,
Some of the heaviest rains ever recorded in New Zealand have descended
on the region, In bad years such as 1979 and 1988, the vineyards of
Hawke’s Bay can be deluged with autumn rains. Nevertheless, in most
years the autumn rainfall is markedly less than at Gisbomne.

One of Hawke’s Bay’s prime viticultural assets is its wide range of soil
types: the Heretaunga Plains consist mainly of fertile alluvial soils over
gravelly subsoils deposited by the rivers and creeks draimng the
surrounding uplands.

The pioneer winemakers headed close to the lower hills of Hawke’s
Bay as the best sites. At the 1896 Conference of Australasian Fruitgrowers
held in Wellington, Whangarel vinegrower Lionel Hanlon enthused:
< on the gently sloping limestone hills that are so characteristic of the
[Hawke’s Bay] district . . . may be found hundreds of ideal sites for
vineyards. In some places the hills present the peculiar truncated
appearance of the vine-clothed hills of the celebrated Cote d°Or district
in France . . . But recently most vineyards have been planted on the plains
to secure higher grape vields.




HAWKE'S BAY

A comprehensive regional study published in 1985 by the Hawke’s Bay
Vintners stated frankly that ‘many soils on the Heretaunga Plains are quite
wet and vines grow too vigorously, giving large vields of grapes with poor
balance and insufficient ripeness [notably the areas of fertile silty loams
having a high water table] . . . Other more freely draining shingle soils

. may be too dry in the growing season which would Limit proper
canopy development for ideal fruit maturation. This is overcome with
trickle irrigation’. About ten percent of the vineyards in Hawke’s Bay,
those planted in stonier soils, are irrigated.

Districts warmly recommended for viticulture by the regional study
included the Taradale hilis, Ngatarawa {warm, dry and promising to
produce grapes ‘of the highest quality’), river terraces along the Tuki Tuk
and Ngaruroro rivers, and Havelock North.

Only in the past twenty years has viticulture reached significant
proportions in Hawke’s Bay: in the late 1930s, for instance, only twenty-
five hectares of vines were grown in the province. Then in 1967 contract
growing extended to Hawke’s Bay. Where previously the established
wineries had concentrated their plantings in the Esk Valley, Taradale and
Haumoana areas, the arrival of contract grapegrowing opened up new
sub-regions, notably the Fernhill-Korokipo district. By 1986 the vineyards
of over one hundred grapegrowers stretched over a forty-kilometre belt
running from the Bsk Valley, at the north end of the plains, to Te Mata,
in the south,

For decades the dominant force in the Bay was McWilliam’s, with its
dry white Cresta Doré, sparkling Marque Vue and red Bakano virtually
household names. Founded in 1944, the New Zealand company was
wholly Australian-owned until 1962, and grew rapidly until 1961 when
it merged with McDonald’s Wines to become the largest winery in the
country.

MecDonald’s dated back to 1897, Rartholomew Steinmetz, a native of
Luxembourg, had left his position as 2 lay brother at Mission Vineyards
to establish his own two-hectare vineyard. A fourteen-year-old labourer
called Tom McDonald began work there in 1921 and by 1926 had taken
over the business

N, SCRIDITL
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DAVID (LEFT) AND MARK MASON OF THE
FLEDGLING SACRED HILL WINERY - A FUME
BLANC WORTH TRYING.

o inerease production, Tom McDonald passed control to the
Christchurch-based brewers and merchants Ballins in 1944 but stayed on
as manager. McDonald, who retired from the post of McWilliam’s
production manager in 1976, and later chaired the Wine Institute from
1980 to 1982, for decades dominated the Hawlke’s Bay wine scene, a man
of formidable intellect and genial company. On two occasions in the early
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n performance in the shows and in the marketplace,
Hawke’s Bay has earned its cliim to be New Zealand’s
leading wine-producing region.” That proud 1996 asserrion by
Alwyn Corban, chairman of Hawke's Bay Vintners, would win
no support among the Mactborough wine fraternity, Yer Hawke's
Doy, one of the country’s pioneer winemaking regions, has
preserved its traditional importance, and with such noble
varieties as Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, its
regional reputation is the highest in the country.

The oldest winemaking concern in New Zealand still under
the same management is here - Mission Vineyards, established
by the Catholic Sociery of Mary in 1851, The oldest winery seill
operating, erected in stages from the 1870s, can be found at the
Te Mata Estace. In 1995, with 2276 hectares, Hawle's Bay
ranked second 1o Maslborough, and far ahead of Gishorne, in
the extent of its vineyards. Berween 1992 and 1995, the region’s
vineynrds expanded by over 40 per cent, carrying its share of the
national vineyard from 22 to 27 per cent. Afer a full in the mid
1980s, when few new wineries emerged, the Hawke's Bay wine
scene is abuzz with the excitement of new companies, new faces,
new labels,

The cerrain of Hawke’s Bay varies from the rugged inland
ranges, the Ruahine and Kaweka, dimbing to aver 1600 merres,
to the coastal Hereraunga Plains. Protected by the high country
from the prevailing westerly winds, agriculeure  thrives:
pastorabism, process cropping, orcimrding and marker
gardening. The favourably dry and sunny climate supports an
easy growth of the vine.

Hawlee’s Bay is one of the sunniest areas of the country; the
city of MNapier, for instance, enjoys simsilar sunshine hours and
temperatures to Bordeaux. In summer, anti-cyclenic conditions
sometimes lead to droughts (as in 1994); such weather can
produce grapes with high sugar contents and forms a key
advantage for Hawke’s Bay viticuleure,

Hawkes Bay is, however, vulnerable ro easterly cyclonic
depressions and their accompanying rain, including some of the
heaviest rainfalls ever recorded in New Zealand. In bad years,
such a5 1988 and 1995, the sutumn rainfll can be a defuge;
usually, though, it is markedly less than at Gisborne.

One of Hawke’s Bay's prime viticultural assets is its wide range

of soil types: the Heretaunga Phains consist mainly of fertile
alluvial soils over gravelly subsoils deposited by the rivers and
creeks draining the surrounding uplands. ‘There are 22
categories of soil types on the Hereraunga Phains’, explains Dy
Al Limmer of the Stonecroft winery. “They range from stones
to hard pans to heavy silts. Each has a profound effect on the
wine.’

The twajority of Hawke's Bay's vineyards are, in quality terms,
on the wrong sites, according to Steve Smith, group viticulturist
for Villa Maria. ‘Between Hastings and the coast - the most
fertile arex — grapes are too often grown just as cash crops.’
Limmer agrees: ‘In Hawle’s Bay we can grow the best Cabernet
Sauvignon in New Zealand, but less than 10 miles [16.9km]
away, we can also produce the worst.’

A comprehensive regional study published in 1985 by the
Hawke’s Bay Vinners stated frankdy dhar ‘many soils on the
Heretaunga Plains are quire wet and vines grow toa vigorously,

giving large yields of grapes with poor balance and insufficient

{
ripeness [notably the areas of ferrile silty loams having a high
water table]. Other more freely draining shingle soils . , . may be
tao dry in the growing season which would fimit proper canopy
develapment for ideal fruic mataration. This is overcome with
ericlde irrigation.”

Districes warmly recommended for viticuliure by che regional
study included the Taradale hills, river terraces along the
Tukieuld and Ngaruroro rivers, Havelock North and Ngatarawa
(warm, dry and promising o produce grapes ‘of the highest
quality’).

Most of the expansion in the past five years has been on low-
vigour sites. The shingly Gimblerr Road area west of Hastings ~
site of the Babich Irongate, C.J. Pask and other vineyards ~ has
recently excited much interest, Steve Smith - most impressed
with the inland parts of the Heretaunga Plains ~ has pointed out
that, during vintage, rainfall figures drop steeply from the coust
to the Ngatarawa/Gimblett Road area.

Alan Limmer, whose Stonecroft winery lies in Mere Road, just
norch of Gimblett Road, [ikens the area ‘more to Australia than
New Zealand. The climate is much hotrer than the rest of
Hawle's Bay, because the only cooling factor, the sea breeze,
doesn't have the same influence here as it does on the coust. And




ghe temperatuze warms up much more quickly: we can get

temperatures up © 40 degrees C.” The wines grown in these top

sites vary much less in quality from one vintage to the next than

those from lesser vineyards.

Steve Smith peints out that few Hawlee’s Bay vineyards are

grown in the hifls. ‘One of the problems has been the old \Iew

/cahnd agriculture astitude “you have to have 2 big tractor’,

which means that people have not planted these hill sites. fewill
Morton Estare’s

make a huge difference o the wines,'

refatively cool Riverview vineyard, inland and at a slightly higher

elevarion at Mangacahi, has yielded a
stream of outstanding Chardonnays and
Pinet Nairs.

Oaly in the past 30 years has
viticulture reached significant
proportions in Hawke's Bay: in the late
1930s, for instance, only 25 hectares of
vines were grown in the province. Then
in 1967 contract growing extended to
Hawke's Bay. For decades the dominant
force in the Bay was McWilliant's, wich
its dry white Cresta Doré, sparkling
Marque Vue and red Bakano virtually
houschold names. Founded in 1944, the
New Zealand company was wholly
Australian-owned unel 1962, and grew
rapidly undil 1961 when it merged with
McDonald’s Wines to become the Jargest
winery in the country. Following a series
of mergers and rakeovers, the former
McWilliam's crushing and fermenting
complex ar Pandora has become
Corbans’ major facility in Hawke's Bay.

Yet, although McWilliam's, headed by
the  legendary  winemaker, Tom
McDonald, with a famous string of
c

several fine Chardonnays, early proved

berner Sauvignons from 1965 and

the provinee’s ability o produce some

superb able wines, vine plantings to

1980 almost eschewed these grapes. However, since then the
composition of the vineyards has been revolucionised, with swift
expansion of classic vinifera grapes. The 1995 vineyard survey
revealed that the six mast important varieties planted here are {in
order): Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, M Miller-Thurgau,
Sauvignon Blanc, Merlot and Pinot Noir.

The annual Harvest Hawke's Bay celebration is the highlighe
of the Hawke’s Bay wine calendar, with the Hawke's Bay
Viatners Charity Wine Auction the focal point of the four-day

festival staged in February at a scare of wineries.
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The Akarangi (‘heavenly vines') winery lies in
River Road, on the banks of the Tukiruki
River. With its annual outpur of less chan
1000 cases, Akarangi is ane of the country’s
smallest wineries.

Morton Osborne, raised in Ngaruawahia,
graduated with an MA and Diploma in
Clinical Psychology from Waikato University,
A clinical psychologist, he is moving towards
a full-time career in wine. For several years he
and his wife, Vivien, sold the crop from their
three-hectare vineyard ta local wineries. After
making small amounts of fruit wines since
1973, in 1987 Osborne produced the first
wine under the Akarangj label.

The vineyard (originally established by
Warwick Orchiston, until recently manager
at the Mission) is planted in a broad array of
grapes: principally Chenin Blane, Sauvignon
Blanc, Chardannay, Riesling, Caberne:
Sauvignon, Merlot and Caberner Franc. A
five-hecrare apple and pear orchard currently
provides the majority of Osborne’s income,
but over the next few years he plans to lift his
wine production ro 3000 cases.

Akarangl’s modest corrugated-iron winery
starced life as a boar-building shed. The wine
is stored and sold in a century-ald

(S
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Presbyterian church, which the Osbornes
bought for $600 and shifted from Clive 1o
River Road.

A decade ago, Osborne ser our 1o make
wine with minimal intervention, and keep ir
bone-dry. Tve never done a formal
winemaking course - theres a lor of
enjoyment in ﬁnding things our, rather than
following set recipes. My idea was 1o get the
fruit off the vine and run it through quite
minimally, in the belief that the less you do o
the juice, che more you preserve in' the final
product. I've achieved that with some of iy
wines. But slightly sweer wines moved &
tremendous amoune faster, so now the white
wines al] have a hint of sweerness.’

Alearangf’s partly barrel-fermented Chenin
Blanic is an austere style with green-apple
flavours and biting acidity; Osborne finds it
‘honies up ar abour three years’. The limey,
rangy Sauvignon Blanc and crisp, lemony,
parcly barrel-fermented Chardonnay are both
light in flavour. The Cabernet/Merloc s
typically a soft, light red with moderace
depth of herbal and red berry-fruic flavours,
Daspite bis high academic qualificasions, Moreon Ocborne secs

hémself as ‘more of # praciical, ontdoarey sort of person than u
bebrind-the-desk: rype”

Perer Roberrson, the quiet owner of the
Brockfields winery, only 2 kilometre from the
sea ac Meeanee, is rarely in the publicity
spolight. ‘I just pute along, concentrating on
making the wines,’ he says. “The wines can
talk for themselves’ ~ which they manage 1o
do mast eloquently.

Brookfields' flagship, the ‘gold fabel’
Cabernet/Merlot, from one vintage o the
next, is one of the darkest, most powerful and
rich-flavoured reds found in Hawke's Bay.
The robust, savoury Reserve Chardonnay can
also reach grear heights. These are strapping,
generously favoured wines; richness of body
and flavour are hallmarks of the Brookfields’
style,

Robertson, raised in Otago, had his
interest in wine sparked as a student in the
early 1970s, when he ook 1 holiday job at
Batker's fruic winery ar Geraldine. After
graduating wich 2 BSc in biochemisery, he
joined McWilliam's in Hawke's Bay, working
under the legendary winemaker Tom
McDonald, initially as a cellarhand, then as a
laboratary chemist ‘Afer o couple of years |
had itchy feer,” he recalls, T was working in a
winery, but couldn’t prune a vine. When [
left, the first ching I did was go pruning,’

In 1977 DPeter Robertson purchased the
old Brookfields winery, vraditionally a sherry
specialist. ‘Dick Ellis, the founder, had died
and his son, Jack, wasnt interested in
cartying on.’

Today. Brookfields has 2 fairly fow outpul:
about 9000 cases per year. Only a smull
proportion of grapes are drawn from the siley,
-hectare  esrare vineyard, planted in
Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay,

Caberner Sauvignon and Meror arc
purchased from a grower ar Tukivuki, and
Chardonnay from Fernhill, Pinot Gris.
Gewiirziraminer and Sauvignon Blanc have
been coming on stream since 1991 from «

shingly vineyard in Ohidi Road, behind Roy's
Hitl.

The winery is 2 delighe to visit. To
enhance the atmosphere of che original
building, erecred in 1937 from concrete
blocks handmade on the properry, in 1949
Robereson added a brick entrance-way, a new
gable and colonial windows. In the cellar, full
of rustic, heavy, black wooden rables and
benches, the original concrete barrel racks are
scill nursing casks. )

Brockfields' winery restaurant opens fur
lunch on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. al
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Hawkes Bay

n New Zealand terms, Hawkes Bay is an his-
itoric wine region, having been planted by
Marist missionaries in the mid-19th century. But
it was Cabernets made here in the 1960s by the
celebrated Tom McDonald for the Australian
wine company McWillian's (ar a winery revived
in 1990 by Montana for their Church Road label)
that hinted at the long-term promise of the area.
When serious planting began in the 1970s
Haw Bay was a logical place o expand,
especially with the Cabernet Sauvignon that was
then de rigueir.

Hawkes Bay has been the Kiwi standard-
bearer for clarer-style reds ever since, but it was
only in the late 1990s that the region began to
malke wines that demanded atention. The 1998
vintage, s0 hot and dry that Hawkes Bay’s sheep
had 1o be rucked west over the mountains to

had New Zealand's usual crisp definition, but
they were obviously made from fully ripe
grapes, and had the gentle but insistent tannins

greener pastures, produced wines that not only

o suggest a serious future.

It was also in the late 1990s that growers
began fully to understand and wke advantage of
the complexities of Hawkes Bay soils. It had
jong been obvious that the maritime climaie of
this wide bay on the east coast of the North
Island, sheltered from the westerlies Dy the
Ruahine and Kaweka ranges, could offer one of

The Hawkes Bay region is warm enough o rigen a wide
range of red grapes. Bordeaux varieties have a long-
standing reputation but both Syrah and Malbec show real

class in examplas such as the wines below.

L

UNISON

TION

Hawkes Bay: Napler

Latitude / Alfitude of WS 36,287/ 3it (1m)

Mesn January termp st WS 66°F (18.9°C)

Annual rainfall at WS 351 (880mm}

Harvest month rainfalt at WS March: 2in (75mm)
Chiaf viticultural nazards Autumn rain, fungal disease
Principal grapes Chardonnay, Cahernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Malbec

Aucdand”
| Vineyards

Wailingion

aChrizchureh

s UNISON  Leaging producer

Contour interval 100 metres

Weather siation (WS)

1:357,150

P S ——

the counny’s most favourable combinations of
relatively low rainfall and high temperatures
(albeit lower than Bordeaux’'s - see factfile
below). What happened underground took
longer to understand.

An aerial view of Hawkes Bay vividly shows
the remarkable v of deep glacial and allu-
vial soils and their clistribution in a pattern
flowing from mountain to sea. Silt, loams, and
r different water-holding capaci-
ard can be at saturation point,

et

gravel have ve
ties; one vine
shooting forth vegetation at an embarrassing
rate, while another needs irrigation. It became
clear that the ripest grapes were grown on the
poorest soils which limited vine growth and on
which irrigation could carefully control just how
much water each vine received.

There are none poorer than the 1,500 acres
(600ha) of deep, warm shingle that remain
where the Gimblet Road now runs, northwest
of Flaxmere, along what was the course of the
Ngaruroro River until a dramatic flood in 1870.
The late 1990s saw a viticultural land grab on
these so-called Gimblett, or Twyford, gravels, a
frenzy during which the fast three-quarters of
available land was bought and planted.

Other fine areas for ripening red Bordeaux
grapes include Bridge Pa just south of and
slightly cooler than here, selected sites on the
limestone hills of Havelock North such as that
colonized by Te Mata early on, and 2 cool, late-
vipening strip of shingle along the coast
berween Haumona and Te Awanga.

New Zealand suffered excessive Cabernet

Sauvignon worship like everywhere else in the

Lo
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Above Looking across Te Awa Farm in the self-proclaimed
Gimblett gravels area towards Hastings angd the peal of Te
Mata, alsc the name of one of Hawkes Bay’s ploneer
oroducers of fine reds from Bordesux varieties

1980s, but even in Hawkes Bay this variety can-
not always be relied upon to rpen fully and
plantings of the much more reliable, earlier-
ripening  Merlot  have been increasing
significantly, Malbec thrives here and ripe
even earlier, although it is prone to poor fruit
set, When Cabernet Franc is good it is very
good. Like Bordeaux, this is a region of exag-
gerated annual variation, and for much the same
sons as in Bordeaux, most of Hawkes Bay's
d reds are sensitively oaked blends,

S

best-balance y

Although the Chardonnay crown has been
ceded 1o, or at least claimed by, Gishore,
Chardonnay is still Hawkes Bay's most planted
grape variety, making some of New Zealand's
most opulent white wines. And the Sauvignon
Blanes produced here
happily o oak ageing.
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Hawke’s Bay

In New Zealand terms, Hawke’s Bay is an his-
toric wine region, having been planted by
Marist missionaries in the mid-19th century.
But it was Cabernets made here in the 1960s
by the celebrated Tom McDonald for the
Australian wine company McWilliam’s
(at a winery revived in 1990 by
Montana for their Church Road R
label) that hinted at the long-term
promise of the area. When serious
planting began in the 1970s, Hawke's
Bay was a logical place to expand, espe-
cially with the Cabernet Sauvignon that
was then de rigueur.

Hawke’s Bay has been the Kiwi standard-
bearer for claret-style reds ever since, but it
was only in the late 1990s that the region
began to make wines that demanded attention,
The 1998 vintage, so hot and dry that Hawke's
Bay's sheep had to be trucked west over the
mountains to greener pastures, produced wines
that not only had New Zealand’s usual crisp
definition, but they were obviously made from
fully ripe grapes, and had the gentle but insis-
tent tannins to suggest a serious future.

It was also in the late 1990s that growers
began fully to understand and take advantage
of the complexities of Hawke's Bay soils. It had
long been obvious that the maritime climate of
this wide bay on the east coast of the North
Island, sheltered from the westerlies by the
Ruahine and Kaweka ranges, could offer one of
the country’s most favourable combinations of
relatively low rainfall and high temperatures
(albeit lower than Bordeaux’s - see key facts
panel). What happened underground taok
longer to understand.

An aerial view of Hawke's Bay vividly shows
the remarkable variety of rich alluvial and less
fertile, gravelly soils and their distribution in a
pattern flowing from mountain to sea. Silt,
loamns, and gravel have very different water-
holding capacities; one vineyard can bhe at
saturation point, shooting forth vegetation at an
embarrassing rate, while another needs to be irri-
gated. It becarne clear that the ripest grapes were
grown on the poorest soils, which limited vine
growth and on which irrigation could carefully
conitral just how much water each vine received
(even if summers seem now to be getting hotter
and red grape ripening more reliable),

There are none poorer than the 2,000 acres
(800ha) of deep, warm shingle that remain
where the Gimblett Road now runs, northwest
of Hastings, along what was the course of the
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Ngaruroro River until a dramatic flood in 1870.
The late 79905 saw a viticultural land grab on
these so-called Gimblett, or Twyford, gravels, a
frenzy during which the last three-quarters of
available land was bought and planted i readi-
ness for virtually hydroponic cultivation.

Other fine areas for ripening red grapes
include Bridge Pa just south of and slightly
cooler than here, selected sites on the lime-
stone hills of Havelock North, such as that
colonized by Te Mata early on, and a cool, late-
ripening strip of shingle zlong the coast
between Haumoana and Te Awanga,

New Zealand suffered excessive Cabernet
Sauvignon worship like everywhere else in the
1980s, but even in Hawke's Bay this variety
does not always ripen fully, and plantings of the
much more reliable, earlier-ripening Merlot are
now more than double those of Cabernet
Sauvignon. Malbec also thrives here and ripens

fean January
i Annugi rainfall 2t WS 3518 {890mm)
] Harvest month rainfall at WS March: 3in {75mm)

mp at WS 66°F (18.9°C)

Chief viticultural hazards Autumn rain, fungal diseases
Principat grapes Chardonnay, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc

i J

even earlier, although it is prone to poor fruit
set. Future hopes, however, are pinned on that
midseason ripener Syrah. Two in cvery three of
the country’s Syrah vines are planted in
Hawke’s Bay’s poor soils, ripening satisfactorily -
most years. Brookfields” Hillside bottling is an
example of how juicy Syrah can be here. Like.
Bordeaux, this is a region of exaggerated annua
variation; and for much the same reasons as iT
Bordeaux, most of Hawke's Bay's best-balanced
reds are sensitively caked biends.
Chardonnay rivals Merlot as Hawke's Bay
most planted variety, however, and the regio
grows some of the country’s finest, often morﬁ‘
opulent than elsewhere,

This is e
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New Zealand

Marlborough, at the north eastern tip of the
South Island, consists of a large, flat, river valley
with deep deposits of silt and gravel. A number
of sofl patterns are found throughout the valley
and even within single vineyards, leading to sig-
nificant variations in quality and style depending
on the grape source. Shallaw, stony soils, which
aid DRaNAGE and limit fertility, are favoured for
high-quality wine production although some
of the region’s best Pinot Noir is from heavier,
clay-rich soils at the base of the Wither Hills.
Trrigation is widely used throughout the valley
to establish vines in the sometimes arid, free-
draining soils and to relieve vine stress during
the typically dry Marlborough summer. Many of
Marlborough’s best wines are made from irrigat-
ed grapes, which, it is claimed, would have suf-
fered a foss in quality if the vines were forced to
rely on a natural supply of ground water. Three
subregions are now gaining increased recogni-
tion. The northern Wairau Valley's lighter,
stonier soils tend to make riper and often more
pungent wines. The Southern Valley's richer
sofls produce richer and more concentrated
wines, while the cooler, lower-cropping Awatere
Valley would be the country’s second-largest if it
were a region in its own right.

Sauvignon Blanc is Marlborough’s best-
known and most planted variety. These pun-
gent, aromatic wines that blend tropical
fruit flavours with gooseberry and capsicum
herbaceousness are regarded as representative
of New Zealand’s national wine style. The
scramble to meet growing world demand for
Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc combined with
an unexpectedly bloated 2008 crop resulted in a
drop in grape, vineyard land, and export prices
causing financial hardship for many producers.
Sauvignon Blanc accounts for more than 80% of
the country’s exports while Marlborough has
nearly 90% of the country’s vines. In the early
years of this century Marlborough Sauvignon
Blanc enjoyed particular success in Australia
where it captured 40% of the white wine mar-
Let, to the annoyance of local wine producers.
Marlborough Pinot Noir has overtaken Char-
donnay to become the region’s second most
planted grape variety, and a small but growing
proportion of the Marlborough Pinot and
Chardonnay crop is used in traditional method
SPARKLING WINE production. Pinot Gris, whose
N7 wines tend to follow the richer Alsace style
than the Italian Pinot Grigio model, has risen
rapidly to follow closely in Chardonnay’s walke,
although growth appears to have tapered off. Ries-
ling is another very successful Marlborough vine
variety, reaching its apogee as a sweet, luscious,
botrytis-affected dessert wine. BOTRYTIZED wines
can be produced here most years although the re-
sults vary considerably with vintage conditions.

Hawke’s Bay around the town of Napier is one
of New Zealand’s older wine regions and

certainly one of the best. Complex soil patterns
and MEsocLiMaTES make it difficult to generalize
about the wines of such a diverse region, par-
ticularly when they are made by such an eclectic
group of winemakers. Situated on the east coast
of the North Island, 215 km/130 miles south of
Gisborne and 323 km/194 miles north of Wel-
lington, Hawke’s Bay frequently records the
country’s highest sunshine hours. The terrain
varies from coastal ranges that rise to 1600 m/
5300 fr to wide, fertile plains consisting of
alluvial and gravelly soils. A high water table
and fertile soils can result in excessive vine
vigour over much of the plains. In other parts
of the region, deep, well-drained gravel soils
encourage WATER STRESS and many vines require
irrigation during long, dry periods. In pursuit of
wine quality, vineyards were established on
free-draining soils of lower fertility, at least
from the mid 1980s. For ease of cultivation,
vinies have been almost exclusively planted on
flat land, despite the allure of nearby limestone
hills which may offer superior aspect and
praiNaGe. A collective of local grape growers
and winemakers has identified an approximate
800 ha of deep shingle soils as an ideal area for
the production of high-quality wines, particu-
larly Syrah, Merlot, and Cabernet Sauvignon.
The defined area has been named Gimblett
Gravels, a district name that now appears on
some of Hawke’s Bay’s better red wines.

Chardonnay and Merlot are the most planted
Hawke’s Bay varieties, with Sauvignon Blanc
close behind. The best Hawke’s Bay reds are a
blend of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, often
with Cabernet Franc and/or Malbec playing a
supporting role. They have intense berry and
cassis flavours, often with a gently HERBACEOUS
reminder of their moderately CoOL CLIMATE
origin and, sometimes, strong 04K influence
from up to two years’ maturation in new French
sarmques. The exalted status of BORDEAUX
SLENDS is being tested by a small but rapidly
expanding volume of Syrah, which at its best
can perform with distinction. Hawke’s Bay
Chardonnay may lack the seductive charm of
the Gisborne equivalent but the best have in-
tense citrus flavours and a brooding elegance
that are seldom matched by the wines of other
regions. Hawke’s Bay Sauvignon Blanc is a
softer, fleshier wine than the better-known
Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. It often has a
nectarine or stone fruit character, a useful indi-
cator of regional identity.

Central Otago Central Otago grows New Zeal-
and’s, and the world’s, most southerly grape-
vines, some of them cultivated south of the 45th
parallel. It is New Zealand’s only wine region
with a conTmenTAL climate, providing greater
dinrnal and seasonal TEMPERATURE VARIABILITY
than any other. Most Central Otago vines are
planted on HILLSIDE VINEYARDS to give better sun

H08

exposure and reduce frost risk. No other New
Zealand wine region is as dependent on a single
grape variety. Pinot Noir represents nearly 754,
of the region’s vines with Pinot Gris a distuny
second and Riesling in third place; this is one of
New Zealand's very few Sauvignon Blanc-{ree
zones. The growth in vineyard area, and devel-
opment of new districts within the laryer
region, have been extraordinary. The now
crowded valley at Gibbston was, with Wanaks,
one of the orginal areas to be planted with vines
as recently as the early 1980s. Bannockbury is
widely regarded as the most successful district
although subsequently planted vineyards in
the Cromwell/Bendigo and Alexandra districts
may challenge Bannockburn's crown. Central
Otago’s often voluptuous and intenscly fruily
Pinot Noir has helped put New Zealud red
wine on the world map. The wines fron this
youthful and very experimental arcu have
evolved rapidly in quality with potential for
further gain.

Gishorne Total plantings in this cast coust
North Island region peaked in 2009, not least
because of its dependence on auce popular
Chardonnay when Pernod Ricard N deciled
that the future lay in Sauvignon Blane Gis-
borne Chardonnay is certainly the country’s
most distinctive regional example of the variety,
with soft and charming fruit flavours that ofien
resemble ripe peach, pineapple, and mlon,
Gewiirztraminer is Gisborne’s other claim to
vinous fame. Pernod Ricard NZ sold off s
large Gisborne winery and cancelled grape con-
tracts there. Most Gisborne grapes are grown
by farmers who sell them fo wincries ander
long-term contract, or o the highest hidder.
Several Auckland wineries buy Gishorne grapes
and ship juice or wine to avoid cxtraction af
unwanted pHENOLICS that might rusull from
shipping grapes.

At the other end of the praduction scale
are many small LIFESTYLE wiNtkus (hat make
only premium bottled table wine or L RADITION:
AL METHOD sparkling wines. 'They include
Millton Vineyards, New Zealand's liest certi-
fied oreamic winery, which nuw produces
grapes and wine according to the principles
of BIODYNAMICS.

QEI'HUHL%
{ the
Iy

Canterbury/Waipara Canterbury.
Christchurch on the central east cuast ©
South Isiand, represents a callection of most
small and very diverse subregions. Waipari
one hour’s drive north of Christchurch. i by
far the largest while each of Banks l’L‘l\iU-‘“k‘_
to the east of the city, the plains west @
Christchurch, the Cheviot Hills 46 minu.tt’s
north of Waipara, and the HH\L‘,\U‘“Uj“Ch
Waikari Basin 15 minutes nurth west Gl \waipand
have just a few producess cach or, in the case o

Cheviot Hills, a single winery. {he region ¥
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Te Mata Woodthorpe Vineyard, Dartmoor Valley, Hawke's Bay.




0 km

ay View

Hawke’s Bay

-Port Napler

/ Cape Kidnappers

Hawke's Bay is New Zealand's second largest wine
region with a rich history of grape growing and
horticulture, going back to the 1850s. The long
sunshine hours make Hawke's Bay well-suited to

the later ripening grape varieties such as Cabernet
Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. Hawke's Bay also
produces first-rate Chardonnay in a variety of styles.
Syrah is growing in influence and while plantings
remain small, the quality of Syrah produced seems to
increase as every vintage passes.

From its early days, Hawke's Bay has built its
reputation as a red wine region. Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Malbec, blended together

in different ways and referred to as Bordeaux blends,
gained a loyal following. By the 1990s, Merlot

had started to replace Cabernet Sauvignon as the
dominant partner of the blend.

Vines are found throughout Hawke's Bay and planted
on a wide range of soils and in diverse conditions.
The main grape growing areas are influenced by the
four major rivers that dominate the region with their
valleys and river terraces.

Historically, there was no pattern about where vines
should be grown, however plantings since the 1990s
have focused on sites with lower fertility.

23



HISTORY

n 1851, a mission station was established by Marist
orothers from France in Meeanee, now a suburb

»f Hastings. They planted vines for sacramental
jurposes but by 1870 were selling small quantities
)T wine. About 1890, Henry Tiffen of Greenmeadows
station followed by Bernard Chambers of Te Mata
>tation planted vines. At the time of Tiffen’s death in
1896, there were approximately ten hectares planted.
n 1897, the Marists went on to purchase over 300
rectares from Tiffen's estate and eventually moved
he mission to this land which remains its site today.
\nthony Vidal, a Spanish immigrant, became the first
:ommercial winemaker in the region in 1905. Vidal,
inder the stewardship of Villa Maria, continues to

Je an important Hawke's Bay winery. Tom McDanald
rafted his first Cabernet Sauvignon wine in 1949

't what is now known as the Church Road winery.

n the1960s McWilliams dominated Hawke's Bay
roduction with a series of commercially successful
vines. The vineyard area more than doubled in the
970s with plantings of Muller-Thurgau. By the
990s the vineyard area had doubled again.

-LIMATE

he Ruahine Range to the south and the Kaweka
tange to the north, line the western boundary of
fawke’s Bay. These mountains provide a rain shadow
irotecting the region from westerly rain and ensuring
lenerally, a long hot summer and dry autumn. To the
ast, the Pacific Ocean brings coastal breezes, wind
nd rain and moderates the climate of those areas
loser to the sea. Due to the diverse range of sub-
egions and their different climates, harvest dates can
ary between regions by at least a month for some
rape varieties.

UB-REGIONS

he Ngaruroro River now flows north of Hastings but
istorically changed its current course around the
leretaunga Plains in the 1860s and again in 1931,
ollowing the Napier Earthquake. At this time the
Iver left behind 800 hectares of shingle, stanes and
and which is now known as the Gimblett Gravels.

Esk Valley

Esk Valley is the most northern sub-region and lies
adjacent to the Esk River and looks east towards the
sea. The best sites are on river terraces.

Climate: Moderately hot, mild frost-free winters with
cooling sea breezes.

Soil: Deep silt deposited by the Esk River: some heavy
soils with strong fertility.

Predominant grapes: Chardonnay, Chenin Blanc,

Try these wines: Esk Valiey The Terraces (Malbec,
Merlot, Cabernet Franc) proves that Bordeaux blends
can thrive in Esk Valley. Esk Valley Pinot Gris,

Dartmoor Valley

The Tutaekuri River flows along the Dartmoor Valley
and has large plantings on both banks including Te
Mata's Woodthorpe vineyard.

Climate: Moderately hot.

Soil: Fertile clays, silt, sand.

Predominant grapes: Merlot, Chardonnay,
Sauvignon Blanc.

Try these wines: Sacred Hill Rifleman’s
Chardonnay, Halo Chardonnay, Te Mata Cape Crest
Sauvignon Blanc.

Gimblett Gravels

The Gimblett Gravels is trademarked as a wine
growing district {see P.26) and is renowned for it<
stony soils and hot growing climate. Gimblett Gravels
achieves summer temperatures often 2-3°C warmer
than other areas of Hawke's Bay. With low yields,
Gimblett Gravels produces wines that are full-bodied
and rich in taste.

Climate: Considered the hottest and driest sub-region.

Soil: Alluvial stony gravels, silts and sands of the
Ngaruroro River trap heat during the day. The gravel
soils, known as the Omahu Gravels, are dry and free-
draining, retaining little moisture.

Predominant grapes: Merlot, Syrah,
Cabernet Sauvignon.
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cuisine.co.nz

aori settled in Hawke’s Bay around

the gth century AD, in the river valleys

and along the coast where food was
plentiful. According to legend, the region’s
coastline derives its hook-like shape from
its origins as “the hook of the fish of Maui”
(Maui being the mythological god who
fished up the North Island of New Zealand),

From ancient times to the modern farming

era, the land and sea have provided the
region’s bounty. But in the mid-1990s,
Hawke’s Bay underwent a dramatic transition
as vines took hold. While its wine culture is
relatively young, Hawke’s Bay is actually the
oldest wine region in New Zealand. Its earliest
wineries (Mission Estate Winery and Te Mata
Estate) can trace their vinous roots back to
the mid-1gth century. With more than 100
vineyards and 8o wineries, Hawke’s Bay
is also the country’s second-largest wine
region, after Marlborough.

Grape-wise, there’s really nothing that
can’t be grown here. Hawke’s Bay’s hot
summers and crisp autumn afternoons,
combined with a vast range of terroir, create
an unbeatable environment for vines to thrive.

Whether it’s along the breezy Te Awanga
coast, on the north-facing Havelock North
hills, in the red-metal soils of the Bridge Pa
Triangle or on the ancient, free-draining
riverbed housing the world-famous Gimblett
Gravels district, red wines dominate here,
with the region producing over 8o per cent
of the nation’s Bordeaux reds and syrah.

But it’s not just about reds - the Ray also
makes some of New Zealand's richest and
most complex chardonnays and aromatics.

Wineries here take their food very seriously
- Blephant Hill was named Best Winery
Restaurant at the 2014 Cuisine NZ Good Food
Awards, while previous winners include Black
Barn Bistro and Terrdir at Craggy Range.

CUISINE WINE COUNTRY 97



Appendix 4 — Examples of references to the HAWKE’S BAY Gl in other media

Imbibe.com

More from the tasting room: A Hawke’s Bay masterclass

20 January 2017 Imbibe Editorial
Drinks: Wines
Location: England, New Zealand

One of the biggest topics in New Zealand — and around the world — is the pendulum-swing from
traditional to modern in wine style.

This is never more true than with Chardonnay, and Warren Gibson, winemaker at Trinity Hill, kicked off a
masterclass of Hawke's Bay whites by noting that three of the eight wines on offer were ‘contemporary in
style - they have a leanness and delicacy, slightly more reduction, ‘struck-match’ aromas.’

But as with all Chardonnay, from Meursault to Margaret River, there's a divide between what the wine
trade likes (leanness and minerality) and what the public buys. The consumer tends to want bigger, fatter,
richer styles,” Gibson said.

Both styles were in the masterclass, from the precise and lean Craggy Range Kidnappers to the juicier,
more malolactic style of the Rod McDonald Trademark Chardonnay.

Price was also under discussion. ‘The demand for Chardonnay has never been higher,” Gibson said. 'Many
producers believe they can go further up in terms of price.”

Sitting in the masterclass was New Zealand's High Commissioner to London, Sir Lockwood Smith, who
was emphatic on the subject of price. ‘These wines are cheap, he told us.



Considering the cheapest in the lineup was £18 a bottle, and three of the eight wines were more than £36,
that seemed like an extravagant statement. What did he mean?

‘New Zealand's growth in the UK has been consistent and rapid, despite commanding the highest
average pricing of any country,” he told Imbibe. 'Our Chardonnays are fabulous, outstanding wines, they
have been tasted against the best white wines of Bu rgundy and beaten them. And they constantly beat
Burgundy on price.’

Source:

http://imbibe.com/nevvs~articles/wmes/morevfrom%he—tasting*room—a~hawkes»bay-masterdass/



Hawkes Bay Today

Treble success for boutique Bay winery
Alpha Domus

1 Dec. 2016 11:00am

Alpha Demus managing director Paul Ham.
Hawkes Bay Today

Two trophies and a gold for its premium 2015 Alpha Domus AD Noble Selection has left the winery's
managing director Paul Ham and winemaker Barry Riwai with plenty of reasons to smile.

The latest success of the dessert wine, which came with a trophy at the 2017 Winestate Magazine Wine
of the Year Awards, came in the wake of the Bridge Pa Triangle-sited winery celebrating another treble
of success with its 2015 Barnstormer Syrah taking gold medals at the Air New Zealand Wine Awards, the
Sydney International Wine Competitions and the Hawke's Bay A&F Wine Awards.

The run was described by Mr Ham as a "huge coup” for the single vineyard family-owned company.

“In an increasingly crowded marketplace with a large number of big players, it is testament to the care
and attention we as a boutique wine producer place on every stage of the process from vine to wine,"
Mr Ham said, giving credit to winemaker Barry Riwai and vineyard manager Darren Chatterton as well as
the unique terroir of the Bridge Pa Triangle sub-region.







HAWKE'S BAY TODAY

Bay wine wins Syrah category at Air NZ

Wine Awards
14 Nov, 2016 7:

Mission Estate Winery CEO Peter Hol
Hawkes Bay Today
An Otago pinot noir with "truffle-like" overtones may have stolen the show yet the Bay can still lay claim

to the country's best syrah.

Mission Estate Winery scooped the coveted Champion Syrah category at Saturday night's Air New
Zealand Wine Awards, with its Mission Reserve Syrah Hawke's Bay 2015.

it was pipped at the post by Lowburn Ferry's Home Block Pinot Noir Central Otago 2014, which claimed
the Air New Zealand Champion Wine of the Show Trophy in front of a 1000-strong audience in a gala
dinner at Auckland's Viaduct Events Centre.

The Mission Estate was the Bay's best performer, also claiming honours in the Top Exhibition Red Wine
category for its Reserve Cabernet Franc.

Mission Estate chief executive Peter Holley said he was "absolutely rapt” with the two wins and believed
it was an "affirmation” of the winery's style amid the country's most acclaimed winemakers.




The winery's chief winemaker, Paul Mooney, told Howke's Bay Today the estate had planted syrah
grapes back in 1944 but the "heavy soils" near the winery weren't conducive to great wine. "It's always
about fruit supply," he said. "We have two vineyards in Gimblett Gravels which is part of the reason this
was a great wine. The gravelly soils give fantastic flavours to the syrah on those sites.”

He said winning the exhibition red wine category was "a bonus"

"It alsc comes down to teamwaork. We've got great cellar staff and our viticulturist Steve Wheeler is
fantastic. But it's also about the judges. Some years they enjoy your style and some years they don't.”

Hawke's Bay grapes claimed a third category when Villa Maria won the Merlot, Cabernet and Blends
category with its Reserve Gimblett Gravels Cabernet Sauvignon-Merlot, Hawke's Bay 2014.

Chair of judges and master of wine Michael Brajkovich said the Lowburn Ferry winner was one of the
more complex pinot noir wines in this year's competition.

"This wine has lovely ripe wild-cherry aromas with earthy herbal and truffle-like undertones,” Mr
Brajkovich said. "The palate is full-bodied with a seductively silky texture and is showing the benefit of
bottle maturation.

"Pinot noir was undoubtedly the strongest class of wine this year, showing very high guality across a
range of styles. All of the gold-medal winning wines are outstanding, but this older example had that
‘something special' to attract the judges’ attention in the trophy tasting.”

As well as the 18 trophies awarded, 39 elite gold medals were announced at the dinner, which was
hested by broadcasters Samantha Hayes and Jesse Mulligan. This vear's competition saw more than
1400 wines entered.

Source:
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/article.cfm?c_id=15034628&objectid=11747373



Hawkes Bay Today

HB heads the way for full-bodied reds

O

PHOTO/PAUL TAYLOR

After three years of chardonnay domination in the successful pursuit of the Hawke's Bay A&P Bayleys
Wine Awards Champion Wine of Show title a syrah has emerged, leading Hawke's Bay Winegrowers
Association chairman Michael Henley to simply remark "no surprise there”.

The return to form for the red was arguably overdue.

It enjoyed a remarkable six years on the trot winning run between 2005 and 2010 before a merlot
stepped up, but then it was syrah again in 2012,

From 2013 to 2015 the chardonnays took the top toast.

In numerical terms, since the awards began in 2001, it is nine syrahs, four chardonnays and three
merlots.

So it was effectively a return to form, and the judges were glowing in their praise of the Pernod Ricard
Boundary Vineyards Farm Lane Hawke's Bay Syrah 2015.

“Syrah all around the world is a growing category - it is versatile, attractive and easy and enjoyable to
drink," Mr Henley said.

Hawke's Bay is New Zealand's leading producer of full-bodied red wines.



They dominate, with more than 80 per cent of the country's plantings of merlot, cabernet sauvignon and
syrah grapes grown across the region.

Which is not too surprising given the diversity of soil types as well as the climate, which given the
latitude as well as the nearby maritime element creates a climatic influence similar to that of the
Bordeaux region of France - one of Europe's red wine hotspots.

Mr Henley said the region was unigue in its diversity of soil types and that ensured that it could spread
its varieties with equal diversity.

As well as syrah the Bay had developed a fine reputation far producing rich and complex chardonnays.

There was no secret to the terroir, or terrain, it came down to the movement of four major rivers which
flowed across the landscape, and like the creation of a fine wine there was time invalved - a few
thousand years.

The rivers formed valleys and terraces and in the process created more than twe dozen forms of soil
types from clay loam, to limestone sands, red metal and free-draining gravels.

The diversity of soils was complemented by the geographical aspect.

North-facing warn hills, river valleys, varied altitudes and coastal strips which all eventually provided
homes for a string of different varieties.

For the likes of syrah Mr Henley said they looked for stony sails and warmth.
“That's where Gimblett Gravels comes into play.”
Mr Henley said it was almeost semething of a fluke.

He said in the early 1980s Dr Alan Limmer of Stonecroft "rescued” some vines and planted the first syrah
in the stony Gimblett Gravels region which the agricultural community had basically written off as the
terrain was rough, but wine entrepreneurs like Dr Limmer, Chris Pask, Gavin Yortt and David {rving saw
real potential.

The vines took and there was a lot of positive reaction.
Clippings and cuttings were happily shared.

it was clearly a red zone - as merlot, cabernet sauvignon and cabernet franc had also begun to show
good signs there, and prior to 1991 only 20ha of the region was planted in a variety of grapes - by 1997
that had grown to more than 200ha and since 1998 a further 400ha had been planted.

Today, 90 per cent of the "gravels" landscape is planted in red varieties with merlot tops at 35 per cent
followed by syrah with 20 per cent of the plantings.

Leading the way in terms of the country's syrah volume was a valuable notch to the winemaking bow

but Mr Henley said it would not be prudent to push the variety as the region's speciality, in the way
Marlboraugh had made its name as the sauvignon blanc centre of the country.

Apart from the continuing accolades for the chardonnays, and the need to keep it in the international
spotlight, there was simply not encugh syrah coming out of the region to stake it as a Bay leader.

Mr Henley said of the around 480Cha of grapes across the region less than 380ha were syrah.

Albeit extremely fine syrah.



"Syrah all around the world is a growing category,” he said.

"There is the potential for it to grow here and we hope it does continue to do that - there is certainly the
land for it," he said, adding that syrah in growing terms was a hardy creature and did not requite fertile
soils.

Making internationally-acclaimed syrah was a result of fine viticultural work, fine winemaking and plenty
of "research and experience” through the seasons.

"To see what works and what does not."

He said Hawke's Bay had experienced some difficulties in getting the word out there but the great wines
currently being produced were addressing that.

"We have learned a lot and we are still learning,” he said.

In terms of where the Bay's wines were at, in syrah as well as all other varieties being created here, and
out of 10 - he quickly responded "anine . .. even a 10",

One of the judges for the competition, Ant Mackenzie wha produces his own boutique wines, reckoned
on a nine,

"We have had a great run of vintages," he said, adding the region possessed a strength of varieties not
seen in other regions.

And the rise of syrah?
He echoed Mr Henley,
"Oh no surprises there, no, not at all.”

He also agreed that Hawke's Bay did not produce enough of it to make it the flagship variety but the
smailish amount was not the end of the world as the amount we had effectively reflected the growth of
the market.

Syrah and chardonnay were both excellent international market contenders and had put the region on
the map in a big way.

"It is good luck that Hawke's Bay goes from Wairoa down to Dannevirke because it means there are
areas suited for a wider range of varieties,” Mr Mackenzie said.

He said in terms of marketing a region had to push its strengths and here they were full strength reds
and chardonnays.

"We can do very good pinots but Martinborough and Central Otago - that's their story.
“Our strength is these full bodied reds."”

Source:

http://wwvv;nzherafd.CG.nz/the—country/news/artic!e,cfm?cmid:16&objectid:11732?28



HAWKE'S BAY TODAY

Bay wines win gold at leading NZ show

VINTNER: Rod McDonald is one of many Bay winemakers who picked up gold medals at the New
Zealand International Wine Show. PHOTO FILE Hawkes Bay Today

Hawke's Bay wines have picked up 35 gold medals at the New Zealand Internaticnal Wine Show with
Yilia Maria's Bay vineyards coming through with 10 of them,
The 10 Bay golds were part of the 20 golds in total awarded to Villa Maria, to the delight of founder and

CEO Sir George Fistonich who said such a result for a single company was pretty well unheard of.

"To be awarded 20 gold medals is testament to the quality and consistency we achieve relentlessly,” he
said.

"Our winemaking teams meticulously focus on quality in all areas and these results reinforce our unique
ability to deliver exceptional wines across multiple price points, varieties and regions.”

Chardonnay was the leading variety for Villa Maria with five golds, and was also the leading variety
across the board for Bay winemakers who picked up another 12.

Church Road Winery, Clearview Estate, Esk Valley Estate, Rod McDonald Wines, Vidal Winery, Kim
Crawford, Delegat and Cooper's Creek {with Bay-grown fruit) all picked up golds for their chardonnays.

Merlot and merlot predominant blends picked up eight golds.



All up, Church Road took five golds including two in the merlot and merlot Predominant class, Esk Valley
won four, Clearview Estate two, Sileni Estate two, Coopers Creek two, Delegat two, Mission Estate two,
Vidals two, Rod McDonald two with Te Awa Estate and Kim Crawford also picking up a gold.

The annual awards drew meore than 2050 entries from across the country and internationally from
Australia, Argentina, Chile, France, Spain, ltaly, Germany Portugal, USA, Taiwan and Israel.

The five-strong team of judges, lead by Bob Campbell MW, included Hawke's Bay's John Hancock.
All the gold medal winners now line up for the prestigious trophy awards which will be announced at the
awards dinner on Octeher 1.

Source:

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/article.cfm ?c_id=1503462&objectid=11713449
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Hawke's Bay wine region deserves greatness

Ash Ridge Premium Estate Syrah 2014 for John Saker's wine column
What doesn't the Hawke's Bay wine region have going for it?

Any asylum-seeking grape variety you care to name can settle there and thrive. The region's top wine people are a
bunch of good bastards, always an important factor. it has history — Mission Estate is the country's oldest winery -
and it has cult wines (eg Te Mata Coleraine, Esk Valley, The Terraces, and Bilancia's La Collina). Its home base is
wealthy and supportive, and only getting more so (just lock at the current wave of cashed-up baby boomers moving

to the Bay).

Hawke's Bay deserves greatness and is hungry for it. But it has a problem that goes by the name of Australia.

Elephant Hill Reserve Chardonnay 2013.

The New Zealand regions where sauvignon blanc and ninot noir hold sway don't share the same burden, These are

seen as cool climate grapes that we do much better than Oz. They have become established as our specialist

varigties. There's no Australasian blurring of identity

But with syrah, chardonnay, and the Bordeaux varieties {cabernet sauvignon, merlot et al), Hawke's Bay has to deal
with the elephant across the Tasman. Australia feels it owns these grapes, and loudly trumpets the quality of its
wines,

Out in the world, Hawke's Bay has a job to do to set itself apart. lts case is strong, because in fact all of these
varieties do better in cooler climates such as ours. But as Ronald Reagan noted, when you have to explain all the

time, you're not on the front foot.

What should the Bay do? One thing would be to take the fight to Terror Australis by holding a series of NZ v Australia
blind tastings around the world (including in Australia itself). Make none of the judges Kiwi, and many Australian.

When Hawke's Bay iriumphs, they will be the ones doing the explaining.

The Bay also has to narrow its offerings to what it does best. For my money, that's syrah and chardonnay. These

varieties excel in Hawke's Bay. Syrah, especially, is on a world-beating upwards trajectory.

Not coincidentally, these are the varieties that have the most ardent disciples in the region. To my knowledge no-one

nas come forward with the same passion and said “'m a cabernet guy" or "I'm a merlot animal”.

Ohviously, this can't happen overnight. But it should be part of the long view. For right now, it's a Bay of many cuves.

Teoo many, in fact.

Source:

http://www.stuff.co.nz/[ife—styie/faod—wme/74194691/hawkes-bay~wine»region—deserves-greatness






and fit. My audience were fabulous and great listeners and looking forward to doing it all again
sometime in the future.”

This year’s Convenor, Paul Dawick, Mills Reef Winery, said the event was another success.
“It has proven that Syrah is still developing stylistically while the quality is improving
constantly. The past vintages have shown us that Syrah can quickly become the leading red wine

of New Zealand. We now look forward to the next workshop being held in 2617.”

Source:

http://winetitles.com.au/dwn/details.asp?id=18655
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Hawke's

ay wine “fortifies its fine wine pedigree’

Hawke's Bay is cementing itself as the fine wine region of New Zealand, with its latest success in a high-calibre

competition.

The region’s powerful line-up of champion trophies was bolstered this week with another supreme award - the Royal

Easter Show's coveted Charnpion Wine of the Show going to Villa Maria Reserve Hawke's Bay Chardonnay 2014.
The trophy is the latest in a siring of highly-coveted accolades:

The Esk Valley Winemakers Reserve Chardannay 2013 took out the Special Trophy for Champion Wine at the 2015

Spiegelau international Wine Competition

The Church Road McDonald Series Syrah 2013 was named the 2015 Air Mew Zealand Wine Awards in November
Villa Maria’s Reserve Gimblett Gravels Hawke's Bay Cabernet Sauvignon Merlot 2013, produced from grapes grown
on the Vidal Vineyard by Phil Holden, was awarded the Richard Smart Trophy - Champion Domaine Wine at New

Zealand Winegrowers' Romeo Bragato Awards.

"The Royal Easter Show marks the completion of the awards calendar and the Hawke's Bay region has ended the
year with the highest accolade in four major competitions " Michael Henley, chairman of the Hawke's Bay
Winegrowers Association, says. Amang the 21 gold medals bestowed on Hawke's Bay wines at the Rovyal Easter
Show Awards, 11 were for reds - Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet predominant blends, and Merlot and
Merlot predominant blends - and 5 for Chardonnay. New Zealand’s oldest national wine competition awarded the
Heritage Rose Bowl - for wine that excels for three vintages over 10 years - to Newton Forrest for Cornerstore 201 3,
2006 and 2006. This Cabernet-Merlot-Matbec blend was recognised for its cellar qualities, as a wine that grows in

grace and complexity.

“We are definitely building a powerful reputation for award-winning wines, especially our reds and chardonnays,”
Henley says. "The region deserves to be proud of our wine pedigree, we are one of the oldest wine-growing areas of

the country and we lead the way of the future too.”

Hawke's Bay is home to New Zealand's Young Winemaker of the Year Lauren Young (Ashridge Wines) and Young

Viticulturist and Young Horticulturist of the Year Caleb Dennis (Craggy Range).

The award line-up coincides with Hawke's Bay winemaker Kate Radburnd being made a Fellow of New Zealand

Winegrowers, an acknowledgement of her outstanding contribution to the industry.



Source:

http://www.voxy.co.nz/business/5/245157

Hawkes Bay Today

Editorial: Raise a glass to success of Bay

wineries
30 Jan, 2016 10:00am

Z minutes to read

P oto / Hawke's Bay Today
Hawkes Bay Today
For the Hawke's Bay wine industry, 2015 was a good year.

in fact the industry has had a few good years, indeed great years, of late.

The 2013 and 2014 vintages were superb and hopefully, without putting the mockers on it, the current
upcoming vintage is lining up to be another little red and white cracker.

Last year the exports of wine from New Zealand hit a record high of $15 billion, with the industry looking
at trends and predicting that by 2020 it will likely hit the 52 billion mark.






Hawkes Bay Today

Locally produced wines world class, says judge

33 Sep, 2015 12:30pm

Mark Robertson {fourth from riéht) national
judges at the Hawke's Bay A&P Bayleys Wine Awards. He spoke at the sponsors' function at Black Barn
last night. Photo / Duncan Brown

Hawkes Bay Today

Mark Robertson has been keeping a close eye on the Hawke's Bay wine industry since he left the region.
The Australian-based winemaker has a close connection with the Bay.

And now the former Raureka Primary School student is a judge for the oldest regional wine competition
in New Zealand - the Hawke's Bay AP Bayleys Wine Awards.

He spoke at a sponsors' function at Black Barn Vineyards last night after completing two days of judging.

While working as chief winemaker at Matua Valley in 1955 Mr Robertson won "New Zealand Winemaker
of the Year".

The local wines judged aver the past two day, were "world class”, he said last night.

He haped wine makers would keep true to the flavours of the fruit,



Hawke's Bay was now on the world scene, it just needed to solidify its position and go from "strength to
strength”, he said.

Ancther international judge Chuck Hayward, a wine buyer from the United States, said the awards were
an important way for local wines to gain wider exposure. International judges took note of the fine wine
being produced and went on to champion it in their home countries, he said.

“It's an unparalleled investment.”

There were about 410 entrias this vear, including a handfu! of first-time entrants, the third highest
number ever.

Chairman of judges Rod McDonald said this indicated the industry was right behind the awards.

"We're caming off the back of a couple of really strong vintages so pecple are excited and seeing how
they fare amongst their peers.”

Mr McDonald said the talk of an El Nino summer, while not good for farmers was "sensational if you
were growing grapes”,

Entries for the awards, supported by Hawke's Bay Today, are accepted from wineries with wine made
from 85 per cent Hawke's Bay grapes.

More than 90 per cent of Hawke's Bay wineries, including multinational wine makers, enter the
competition.

Source:

http://www.nzhera!d.co.nz/hawkes-bay—‘mday/news/artide.cfm?c_id=1503462&0bjectid:11521385
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Bay chardonnay tops world

16 Jun, 2015 11:30am

Hawke's Bay winemaker Hugh Crichton has the best chardonnay on the planet. Photo / File
Hawkes Bay Teday

Bay winemaker Hugh Crichton has claimed the King of Chardonnay crown.

His Vidal Legacy Chardonnay 2012 has received the International Chardonnay Trophy at the prestigious
Decanter World Wine Awards {(DWWA) in London.

The awards are the world’s largest and most influential wine competition. More than 16,000 wines were
judged by a panel of 240 experts including some of the world's greatest winemakers, sommeliers and
masters of wine,

The "world cup" of wine, the award marks the pinnacle of recognition for Mr Crichton's chardonnay,
which has received three trophies in other competiticons.

Mr Crichton has achieved greatness with Hawke's Bay chardonnay, his last five vintages of Vidal Estate's
premium chardonnay picking up top awards globally. He said that ultimately the award was an
affirmation to the world that Hawke's Bay made fantastic chardennay.

"The region’s climate and our vineyards bring elements of freshness to the wine, se it's not too big and
heavy, but has concentration of flavour and depth of complexity,” Mr Crichton said.



These were all gualities which great wines should have, but not all parts of the world could deliver.

Mr Crichton described his chardonnay as a complex wine with a nice combination of cak and fruit
flavours.

He credits the quality of his production team as key to the wine's success.

judges described Mr Crichton's chardonnay as a distinctly modern New Zealand chardonnay, full of
gunsmoke, grapefruit skin, toast, vanilla and sizzling butter aromas.

Related articles:

White nectarine and peach flavours greeted you on the palate, the DWWA tasting team said. It was
broad, rich and creamy, yet managed to retain a distinct elegance, with lovely length and a pleasingly
dry finish.

Mr Crichton's interest in fine wine developed during his formative drinking years in the United Kingdom,

Exposure to French Burgundy, Bordeaux and German riesling drove his passion and got him hooked on
the idea of winemaking.

"Once you expose your palate to these wines it really broadens your appreciation,” he said.

The Vidal Legacy Hawke's Bay Chardonnay 2012 is available in selected restaurants and fine-wine retail

stores,

Source:

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-tcday/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503462&ohjectid=11465880



Appendix 5 — Examples of awards and medals won by wines bearing the HAWKE'S
BAY Gl

ROYAL EASTER SHOW WINE AWARDS 2016

Hawke's Bay Trophy Winners

Champion Wine of the Show - Royal Easter Show Trophy: Villa Maria ‘Reserve’ Hawke's Bay Chardonnay
2014

Champion Wine of Other Varieties - DrinksBiz Trophy: Esk Valley Hawke's Bay Verdelho 2015
Champion Chardonnay - New World Trophy: Villa Maria ‘Reserve’ Hawke’s Bay Chardonnay 2014
Champion Rosé - Esvin Wine Resources Trophy: Esk Valley Hawke’s Bay Rosé 2015

Champion Cabernet Sauvignon & Cabernet Predominant - United Cleaning Trophy: Babich The
Patriarch’ 2013

Champion Merlot & Merlot Predominant - Generator Rental Services Trophy: Te Awa ‘Single Estate’
Gimblett Gravels Hawke's Bay Merlot/Cabernet Sauvignon 2013

Champion Syrah - The Pullman Hotels Trophy: Villa Maria ‘Reserve’ Gimblett Gravels Hawke’s Bay Syrah
2013

Hawke’s Bay Gold Medal Winners

Church Road ‘Grand Reserve’ Chardonnay 2014

Church Road ‘McDenald Series’ Chardonnay 2015

Clearview Estate ‘Reserve’ Chardonnay 2014

Abbey Cellars Medium-Dry Riesling 2015

Sileni ‘Exceptional Vintage’ Pourriture Noble 2014

Esk Valley Hawke's Bay Rosé 2015

Babich The Patriarch’ 2013

Coopers Creek ‘Reserve’ Hawke's Bay Cabernet Sauvignon 2013

Villa Maria ‘Reserve’ Gimblett Gravels Hawke's Bay Cabernet Sauvignoen/Merlot 2013
Elephant Hill ‘Le Phant’ 2014

Mills Reef ‘Reserve’ Merlot 2014

Te Awa ‘Single Estate’ Gimblett Gravels Hawke’s Bay Merlot/Cabernet Sauvignon 2013
Villa Maria ‘Single Vineyard Braided Gravels’ Hawke’s Bay Merlot 2013

Church Road ‘McBonald Series” Syrah 2013

Esk Valley Hawke’s Bay Syrah 2014

Mission Estate Jewelstone’ Syrah 2014

Mission Estate ‘Reserve’ Syrah 2014

Villa Maria ‘Reserve’ Gimblett Gravels Hawke’s Bay Syrah 2013



