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I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

I.A     CLOSING DATES – NOTICE TO BREEDERS ENTERING VARIETIES IN CENTRAL DUS TRIALS 
              CONDUCTED BY THE PVR OFFICE 
 
You will need to meet the following deadlines in order to have your variety included in the central 

trials to be established in 2026 – 

Clover      Make application by 15 January 2026 

Grasses     Make application by 2 February 2026 

Roses      Make application by 31 March 2026 

Winter and Alternate Cereals  Make application by 15 April 2026 

I.B  APPLICATIONS AND GRANTS FOR 2024/25 

During the financial year 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025, 87 applications for plant variety rights were 

accepted (30% decrease on the previous year), 110 grants were issued (18 % increase on the 

previous year) and 116 grants were terminated (no change on the previous year). On 30 June 2025 

there were 1289 valid grants, a very small decrease in comparison with the previous year. 

I.C  A REMINDER – PAYMENT OF TRIAL AND EXAMINATION FEES UNDER THE PVR ACT 2022 

PVR Regulations 2022 Section 44(1) prescribe a two (2) month period following the payment 

request, for the payment to be made. If the payment has not been received within the two (2) 

month period, the case management system will automatically lapse the application, under Section 

50(5) of the PVR Act 2022 unless an extension has been granted by the Examiner before the due 

date. There is no possibility to extend the time period or make payment after the due date.   

Should an application lapse for nonpayment of the trial or examination fee, Section 93 of the PVR 

Act 2022 provides for the possibility to restore a lapsed application. This requires the making of an 

application for restoration and providing an explanation, as a statutory declaration, regarding the 

reason for the non-payment of the fee. If the application for restoration request is accepted, the 

restoration application will be published in the PVR Journal and after a two (2) month period and 

payment of the outstanding fee, could be restored. The restoration process will take some time, 

with the variety having no protection for that period. 

I.D  PVR FEES REVIEW 

The IPONZ Fees Review, which includes fees for all IP types, including PVR, has progressed in 2025. 

Targeted consultation regarding the PVR fees was carried out in mid-2025. Following a constructive 

dialogue with PVR users, further consideration regarding the future funding for PVR was carried out. 

The outcome of this reconsideration is for PVR to be removed from the current IPONZ Fees Review 

programme. The practical consequence is the current fees will not be changing in the short to 

medium term. The objective now is to work towards a more sustainable longer-term solution for the 

funding of PVR.  



I. E UPOV PRISMA – THE INTERNATIONAL ONLINE PVR APPLICATION TOOL 

UPOV PRISMA is an online tool designed to facilitate plant variety protection (PVP) applications 

across PVP Offices worldwide. See  https://www.upov.int/en/file-and-manage/upov-prisma 

With UPOV PRISMA, you can file PVP applications to the Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand 

(IPONZ), and 36 other jurisdictions covering 70+ countries. UPOV PRISMA provides a unified user 

interface for all applications, simplifying the submission process.   

For applications to IPONZ, PVP forms must be submitted in English. For other jurisdictions, you can 

provide the necessary information in the relevant language and a translation tool will automatically 

generate application forms and technical questionnaires to the relevant language for each 

participating PVP Office. Data you have already provided in one application form can be pre-filled in 

subsequent applications by using the “Copy application” feature. This allows for automated file 

preparation.  

To allow the UPOV PRISMA application to be uploaded into the New Zealand case management 

system, the applicant or their New Zealand agent must be a registered user with the Intellectual 

Property Office of New Zealand (IPONZ).  Information on registering as a user is at 

https://www.iponz.govt.nz/support/become-a-registered-user/.  

All applications are required to provide a New Zealand or Australian address for service. Additional 

information is available here https://www.iponz.govt.nz/about-ip/pvr/apply/. 

Payment of the UPOV PRISMA fee is made via the e-pay system (by credit card or bank transfer) at 

the time of making a submission to a PVP Office. The fee is 90 Swiss Francs and covers the PVP 

application for the variety. The fees must be paid in addition to the application fee charged by 

IPONZ. The IPONZ application fee will be invoiced to the registered user after submission of the 

PRISMA application. 

The filing date of the application is the date when all requirements for acceptance of the application 

have been met.  The date is not necessarily the date when the PRISMA application data is submitted 

to the Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand (IPONZ) 

I. F PVR INFRINGEMENT IN CHINA 

The Wuhan Intermediate People’s Court in China has issued its judgement in Zespri’s plant variety 

rights (PVR) infringement case, filed in 2023, against two defendants involved in the unauthorised 

production, sale and marketing of kiwifruit variety `Zesy002’, finding that the primary defendant 

infringed Zespri’s IP rights through the unauthorised planting of `Zesy002’ and sale of fruit. 

The infringement involved the unauthorised planting of over 200 hectares of `Zesy002’ in Hubei 

Province, with fruit then sold online.  

 

The court has ordered the defendant to remove the 260 hectares of infringing plant material and to 

pay compensation and expenses to Zespri. The court found that the second defendant sold fruit of 

the variety through an online store, but given the fruit originated from the primary defendant who 
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Zespri had already filed action against, the court considered the PVR rights to be sufficiently 

protected through its finding against the primary defendant. 

This case can be seen as a significant win for the New Zealand industry and its partners in China and 

demonstrates the increased protection for plant variety rights (PVRs) made possible by changes to 

China’s Seed Law in 2022 and the strong support of local authorities in safeguarding intellectual 

property rights. This also highlights the importance of intellectual property protection in 

horticulture, for local and foreign companies, and the role it plays in ensuring food safety for 

consumers. 

 

Zespri will continue its efforts to work with the industry to find a constructive solution to the 

continuing changes seen in China associated with unauthorised propagation and planting of the 

variety `Zesy002’.  

The above is included in this Jornal with the approval of Zespri. 
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